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Abstract 
 

 
E. Bessie Lockhart was an Acadia graduate of the class of 1916, who then 

ventured off to India to be a Baptist missionary.  She spent over forty years in India doing 

mission work, and she sent scrapbooks home to her family and friends, filled with 

photographic and written representations of her life in India. 

The first section of this archival thesis is the finding aid for Lockhart’s fonds.  

The order of the fonds, and a brief finding aid had already been in place when I started 

working on them, compiled by Bethany Jost in 2008.  However, Lockhart’s photo albums 

of India had little attention paid to them.  I added all of the descriptions of the India 

scrapbooks, added to the series descriptions, and many other aspects of the finding aid, 

including the biography and notes sections. 

The second section of this thesis is a paper, which explores how Lockhart’s 

scrapbooks use familiar visual metaphors to describe what she has observed.  These 

metaphors include comparisons of dark and light, ignorance and education, and 

“heathen” and Christian, to represent the “uncivilised” in comparison to the “civilised.”  

Her scrapbooks also showcase a contradiction between the humanitarian missionary 

mindset, and the colonialism that sometimes lurked behind it, but was at times all too 

obvious.



	 1 

 
Esther Clark Wright Archives 

Acadia University 

 

Eva Bessie Lockhart fonds 
Accession 1969.002-LOC   

 

 
  

Sarah Atkinson 
Fall 2015 



	 2 

Table of Contents 
	

 
Biographical Sketch ...................................................................................................... 35 
Scope and Content ........................................................................................................ 36 
Notes ............................................................................................................................. 36 
Citation for this electronic finding aid: ......................................................................... 37 
Access Points ................................................................................................................ 37 

 

 
1.   Photographs. – [18-?], [1895?]-1970. – 14 albums and 11 loose 
 Series contains images of family and friends at home, Acadia University and India.  

Lockhart’s scrapbook albums contain written commentary that adds a lot of detail 
about her experience as a missionary in India.  Locations in India most frequently 
include Waltair, Vuyyuru, Vizigapatam, Kodaikanal, but also include photographs 
from central and northern India.  Photographs from India include missionaries and 
their children, Indian Biblewomen, school children and others, landscapes and plants, 
houses, churches and buildings, Indian temples, modes of travel in India, and other 
cultural elements. 

Note: 
Supplied title based on contents of series 
File list included 

 
File List 

1969.002-LOC/10 pencil sketch of Bessie Lockhart (1969) by D. S. Christopher, and 
print of photo that sketch was drawn from.  Back of pencil sketch states that sketch was 
made by Mr. (Rev) D. R. Isaac’s son. 

1969.002-LOC/11 family portrait [18-?]. Portrait of five people posed outside of a 
building with trees and shrubbery in the background. A man and a woman stand behind 
two seated women and a young boy stands between the two seated women.  The woman 
seated in the front right is likely Christina Lynch. 

1969.002-LOC/12 Mrs. Christina Lynch seated outside of a building with bushes in the 
background. [1895?]. On the back is written “To Beatrice from Mother. Age 85, 7 
months. Miss Bessie Lockhart’s grandmother.” 

1969.002-LOC/13 Mrs. Christina Lynch.  Photo of Christina Lynch seated. Likely the 
same setting as photo 1969.002-LOC/12 from a different angle.  The background is 
black. [1895?] On the back is written, “My Grandmother, Mrs. George Lynch. née 
Christina Pirie of Sackville, NS. (Mother, Thompson). Married George Lynch, Newport 
Corner Hants. Co. about 1830(?). 15 children, all but one lived to grow up. E. Bessie 
Lockhart.” 

1969.002-LOC/14 corner in Westminster Abbey with ornate statues and carvings [19-?]. 
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Notations written in ink on back, difficult to read. 

1969.002-LOC/15 portrait of Bessie Lockhart, seated, not facing the camera. She is 
wearing a white dress and a comb in her hair, pulled back into a ribbon.  [1905?] 

1969.002-LOC/16 Convention in India [ca.1930]. Photo of about 75-80 people including 
children, posed outside of a stone building. They are likely missionaries, and Lockhart is 
on the far right, third row from the bottom. 

1969.002-LOC/17 portrait of Bessie Lockhart, white background (1934). 

1969.002-LOC/18 portrait of Bessie Lockhart, white background (1941) print, two 
copies. 

1969.002-LOC/19 portrait of Bessie Lockhart, white background (1954). 

1969.002-LOC/20 Uharda in a hospital bed, holding newborn Edward James (October 
24, 1970). 

1969.002-LOC/21 photo album – Acadia University (1913-1916) includes notations. 
Includes numerous photographs of Esther Clark Wright, Lillian Chase, Hettie Chute. 
Includes photos of many students and buildings on campus.  Album is available digitally. 

1969.002-LOC/22 photo album – Class of 1916, Acadia University; friends and family 
(1913-1918) includes numerous photographs of Esther Clark Wright, Lillian Chase, 
Hettie Chute. Includes photos of many students and buildings on campus.  Also includes 
photos of her family members and home in Falmouth, Nova Scotia.  Album is available 
digitally. 

1969.002-LOC/23 photo album – India (1917-1918) . Scrapbook is entitled “C.B. 
Mission, Waltair, Madras State 1918, Two Years Away” and is addressed to her father 
for Christmas, 1918.  Photo on the cover is of Lockhart standing in front of a tree holding 
a pile of mail. Another copy of this photo is in the album.  31 photos, black and white. On 
most pages, Lockhart writes extensive commentary about her travels, and business of 
herself and others. Album includes foreign script. Locations include Avanigadda, 
Bezivada, Bundu, Cocanada, Waltair, Vizagapatam, and Kodaikanal. 

- Title page. “Vuyyuru, Nov. 13.” 
- title page includes writing in a foreign script, and the anglicised version says “Na 

priyumina tundrigariki. Charles Lockhart Doragaru. To my dear father, Christmas 
1918.” 

- “Avanigadda, July-December 1917. ‘Lady Companion’” Photo of Miss McLaurier 
sitting on an arched verandah with an elderly gentleman.  The photo is blurry. 

- “October 1917. ‘Sunta Day’ in our Village.” Photo of a market in Avanigadda. Indian 
people are gathered around baskets and a building and trees are in the background. 

- “The Project.” Two photos. 
-  Left photo.  A water pumping station on the Kistna River that Lockhart writes was 
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the largest in the world until eight years before the photo was taken. 
-  Right photo.  “Benefits of British Rule.”  A boat with a smokestack on a river.  An 

Indian person stands on the riverbank. 
- “Next Door Neighbours, Compare.” Photo of an Indian family [Shastrulis], a mother 

and three children standing outside in their garden with pumpkins and cucumbers.  
There is a cow, and palm trees in the background.  The females are wearing jewellery. 

- “November 26, 1918.“ Two photos. 
- Left photo. A street in a small village, with people walking, and palm trees. A 

temple in the background.  
- Right photo. “Bezivada.”  Photo of a large mountain with a stone structure in front 

of it. People lean on the wall, and Lockhart points out two lion statues on the 
gateposts of the wall. 

- “December 12, 1917.”  Photo of “‘Our Day’ sports at Nobel College, Bundu.”  Photo 
of a large field with lots of people standing, and some holding tall sticks. 

- “December 13, 1917.”  Photo of Lockhart and Bertha Myers standing on the steps of a 
building with arches, at Pithapuram, a big hospital centre.  Lockhart writes that they 
heard of the disaster at Halifax. 

- “[Aarsapatnam].” Photo of Miss Mason and nine Indian women she worked with.  Five 
Indian women stand at the back, and four Indian women and Miss Mason are seated in 
front of them.  Lockhart also identifies Kanamma.  There is a pillar behind them, and 
two potted plants on either side. 

- “Christmas with Miss Newcombe, Bimhpatam.”  Photo of Miss Farnell carrying Miss 
Newcombe and Miss Myers in a small carriage outside with trees in the background. 

- “January Conference, Cocanada, January 9-18.” Photo of Mr. Gullison, Mr. Freeman, 
Mr. Robbins, Mr. [Gleudinning], Miss Blackadar, Miss Martha Clark, Miss Elliott, 
Miss Newcombe, Miss Flora Clark, Mrs [Barss] and her husband, and Lockhart 
standing in front of the pillars of a building. Lockhart writes that she is to return to 
Waltair, and includes the occupations and titles of some of those identified. 

- “Last of February 1918.” Photo of a farewell dinner for Mr and Mrs Higgins and Miss 
Blackadar. Everyone is seated on the ground on a verandah with pillars. They are 
eating, or about to eat. Miss Baker took the photo.  Identified are Rhodamma, 
Mileamma (chief Bible Woman), Lily, Pastor R. Samuel, Teacher in hope hall G 
Samuel, Miss Farnell, Naomi Wilson, Bessie Lockhart, Miss Blackadar, Mr. Higgins, 
Mrs. Higgins and Miss Myers. 

- “Vizagapatam, February 1918. Bubonic plague has taken the numbers of the school 
down most sadly.”  Photo of Indian school children and teachers, and Lockhart and 
another missionary woman posed outside in front of a wall, with a stone building and 
trees in the background. 

- “Quite a number of people to be responsible for isn’t it?” Photo of sixteen Indian 
people, and two missionary women.  Identified are Head Master of the Hall, Mileamma 
best bible woman, Miss Blackadar and Head Master Allipur. 

- “Tree Ferns. Around the corner from Mrs, Chute’s home.”  Photo of a tree fern on the 
side of a path, and a person carrying something over their head on the path. 

- Photo of Silva Cascade, a waterfall.  Lockhart includes commentary about Dr. 
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[Timparry]. 
- “May 15, 1918. En Route to Kodaikanal.” Photo of a road with animals pulling carts, 

and a town in the background, and trees on either side of the road.  Lockhart writes 
about modes of travel and deciding to travel to the hills. 

- “Coaker’s walk, Kodaikanal.” Photo of a person on a path on a mountain, with a view 
of the valley below. 

- “May 28,1918. Not as hard a crowd as we look.” Photo of missionaries seated for a 
picnic with corn for Mrs. [Timpany’s] birthday. Identified are Miss Elliott, Bessie 
Lockhart, Mrs, Rutherford, Mrs. [Timpany], and Dr. Clark.  Three Indian men stand in 
the back, and four missionary children sit in the front: Helen, Dorothy, and Janet and 
Kenneth Rutherford.  Trees in the background. 

- “Bear Shola Falls.”  Photo of trees, and waterfall into a body of water. 
- “June 1918.” Lockhart holding baby Caroline Rutherford at about 9 months old. 
- “Pillar Rocks.” -Photo of two tall rocks overlooking a foggy valley.  Lockhart includes 

in her comments that she climbed these rocks. 
- “The Lake.”  Unnamed lake with trees and mountains in the distance.  Lockhart 

includes that she has learned rowing. 
- “The new [ghaut] road (1913).” Photo of a zig-zag path up a mountain. 
- “Coming Home.”  Photo that Lockhart did not take of a missionary woman being 

carried on a road in a hammock, or chair by Indian people.  Some other missionaries 
and Indians stand and carry other goods. 

- “The Waltair Missionaries.”  Blurry photo of Bessie Lockhart, Grace Baker, and Mr 
and Mrs. Corey standing outside of a building. 

- “A Barnyard Scene.” Photo of a horse and carriage in front of a building in the 
background.  An Indian man carries jugs on a yoke in the foreground. 

- “September 21, 1918.”  Lockhart holding a stack of mail from home, standing under a 
banyan tree.  Photo is also on the cover of the album. 

- “Our Latest Arrival.”  Photo of a new missionary woman named Grace. Grace is 
standing outside near some bushes, with Mrs McMaster’s house in the background. 

- “One of our beautiful roads.” Photo of Lockhart standing on a road with trees. 

 
1969.002-LOC/24 photo album – India (1919-1920).  Cover of album says “Caxton 
Drawing Book” and has images of drawings and people painting. 38 photos, black and 
white. Inside pages titled “To Father, with love from Bessie.” Page includes Christmas 
stickers. “To my Dear Father and Mother, with best wishes for a merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. Bessie. Vuyyuru, Kestna District, India. November 18, 1920.” There is 
foreign script in this album. Locations include Vizigapatam, Waltair, Vuyyuru, and 
Kodaikanal. 

- “Four Years Away 1916-1920.”  Photo of six missionary women standing outside, in 
front of a bush. Lockhart is standing on the right.  This photo appears later in the 
album, and there Lockhart identifies the women. 
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- “The Hall School Girls - December 20, 1919. Vizagapatam.”  Photo of Indian school 
children and teachers, and Lockhart posed outside in front of a wall with a tree beside 
them.  Identified are the Baliman headmaster; Christian teacher Samuel, 
[Lakshiminarsamma], Narsamma, Kantamma, Ratnamma, Satyamma, Pushpamma, 
[Tongabair], Chandarau (Moon), and, alongside Pushpamma is the headmaster’s little 
girl.  One Indian man wears traditional Indian clothing, and the other Indian man wears 
traditionally European clothing. 

- “Waltair Friends.”  Three photos.  
- Top left photo.  Captain Darby standing next to the infant child Joy standing on a 

wicker chair on a verandah.  A decorative lizard is on the wall behind them. 
- Bottom left photo.  Joy and her cat playing on the ground.  
- Right photo.  Elsie Darby standing outside a building holding a parasol. A boy and 

another person sit on the stairs of the building. There are a few potted plants on 
the deck of the building.  Lockhart writes about Elsie and her family. 

- “The Mission Bungalow.”  Photo of the bungalow where Mr. and Mrs. Higgins lived 
in a valley surrounded by trees. 

- “Our Christmas Party.” Four photos.  
- Top left: “Evangelistic schools, Dec. 26.”  Photo of Indian children and missionaries 

standing outside, surrounded by trees holding “S.S. cards.”  
- Top right photo.  Grace Baker, standing beside a tree. 
- Bottom left photo.  Mrs. Perry Eaton holding Young (baby) Newton, in front of a 

pillar on a verandah with trees in the background. 
- Bottom right photo.  Miss Machum, Clara Mason, Miss Matheson (of PEI), Bessie 

Lockhart, and Dr. and Mrs. Eaton and baby, posed on a verandah.  Some are 
seated in chairs. 

- “I came to Vuyyuru, Jan. 17, 1920.” Lockhart writes that this photo of the missionary 
bungalow was taken ten years prior.  Identified in the photo are Dr. Hulit, and 
Santoshanna “our best Bible woman,” and Miss McLaurier and the old Bible woman, 
Amelia. 

- “The Field Missionaries Bungalow.”  Photo of a bungalow behind a tree with about six 
people posed in front of it.  Lockhart writes the people who have lived there. 

- Two photos. There is foreign script on this page. 
- Left photo. Photo of the Gordons posed outside with trees in the background. 

Lockhart identifies: Doragaru (Mr. Gordon), Dorasanigaru (Mrs. Gordon), Pedda 
babammagaru (“Big Baby”), and Chinna babammagaru (“Little Baby”).  

- Right photo.  The two Gordon children standing outside with trees in the 
background.  Lockhart identifies Hypatia Marie “Patty,” age 3, and Elsie, age six. 

- “On Tour in the Vuyyuru Field. February 1920.” Two photos.  
- Left photo.  Lockhart and Indian people standing and sitting outside in front of a 
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large tree.  Lockhart includes commentary about her friends. 
- Right photo. “The first baptism that I saw on the Vuyyuru field.” Photo of ten 
Indians standing outside with trees in the background.  Lockhart identifies David, 
the pastor of the Medur Church. 

- Two Photos. 
- Left Photo. “February 1920.” Photo of Isaac, an Indian cook that many missionaries 

have had, sitting on the ground in front of a tent and a pot. There is another tent 
and trees behind him.  Lockhart writes that caterpillars live in these trees. 

-  Right photo.  “January, 1920.” Dark photo of the 3 Kistna District missionaries: 
Miss McLaurier, Miss Schman and Lockhart, and almost the whole staff of 
Biblewomen. There are about 15 people in total.  

- “At [Euretta], June and May 1920.” Two photos. 
- Left photo.  Lockhart wearing a new sweater from her mother, holding a basket, 

standing in front of a garden of carnations and roses.  
- Right photo.  Dr. and Mrs. Timparry standing outside in front of a tree.  Mr. 

Timparry holds a large hat. 
- Two photos. Both are quite dark. 

- Left photo.  Eleven Bible-women and nurses, posed in front of the pillars on a 
verandah.  Most of the women are holding Bibles. 

- Right photo. “Our Compound Children” about thirteen children posed outside. Some 
are seated, and some are standing. Photo is very dark, and details difficult to see. 

- “October, 1920, Acadie and Me”  Dark photo of a bungalow with five people gathered 
around the horse in front.  Lockhart identifies Dr. Helch in this photo. 

- “Pictures taken near the church.”  Two photos, both are fairly dark. 
- Left photo. Around seventy or more Indian school children posed in front of a 

building. 
- Right photo.  Around 100 people in front of a building for a women’s rally. 

- “Elsie and Patty holding two little Indian babies.” Two young missionary children 
sitting on the ground wearing hats and holding babies. There are several people in the 
background. 

- Photo of about nine people walking through the Kustnia River, carrying various 
packages and items, including a bicycle.   

- “The dispensary at Vuyyuru.” Photo of trees and bushes in front of a brick building, 
with about twenty or more Indian people gathered in and around the verandah.   

- June 1920.  Dark photo of Miss Eaton and Lockhart standing in a field of daisies at 
Kodaikanal. 

- “January Conference 1920.”  Photo of about 75 men and women missionaries sitting 
and standing in front of a building.  None are identified by Lockhart, and she is 
standing in the second row from the top, fifth from the right. 
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- “On the Kodai Lake.”  Photo of a woman and two children on a row boat.  Lockhart 
identifies Elsie as the rower.  A boat house and trees are in the distance. 

- “Still in Kodai, At Levinge Stream, A Missionary Picnic. June, 1920.”  Missionaries 
standing and sitting outside, under trees, having a picnic. Identified in the photo are: 
Mr. Beal, Miss [Learnell], Miss Sarber, Miss Eaton, Dr. Smith, Dr. [Wolverton], Mrs. 
McLaurier and Miss Knowles. Lockhart includes the occupations and titles of some of 
the identified persons. 

- “In a Parlous State.” Photo of Dr. and Mrs. [Wolverton] and Mrs. [London] seated on 
the edge of a rock cliff. 

- “Little American Baptists.”  Photo of three children seated on a verandah with a 
building in the background.  Janet Rutherford holds Caroline, and Kenneth sits on the 
left. 

- “A Sunday Morning Retreat. Glen Falls.”  Photo of a waterfall with a person standing 
on the side. 

- “Bluenosers All: Everybody knows everyone in Nova Scotia.”  Photo of six missionary 
women standing in front of a flowering bush.  Lockhart identifies Dr. Hart, Miss 
Eaton, Miss Knowles, Miss Elliot, and Mrs. Timpauy.  Lockhart stands on the right. 

- “July, 1920.” Photo of Lockhart, posed in front of a plant.  She is wearing a new dress 
she received for her birthday from her parents. Her necklace was given to her by a girl 
in Vizag[apatam], made of beads from Busrah. 

- “Bible Women’s and Nurses’ House.” Photo of a bungalow with trees in the 
foreground.  Lockhart writes that about fifteen women and as many children lived 
behind the bungalow. 

 

1969.002-LOC/25 photo album – India (1920-1921) Includes photos from Vuyyuru, 
Badigas, Kodai, Snowdon. “Five Years Away 1920-1921” 37 photos, black and white, 
plus photo on the cover. Inside dedication “To Father, With best Christmas wishes, 
Bessie 1921.” 

- Cover photo of four missionary women and one missionary man all wearing hats, 
standing in a garden.  This photo also appears later in this album. 

- “January 1921, Acadie ‘The Family Horse.’” Photo of Lockhart on a horse named 
Acadie. In front of a bungalow with pillars and plants on the verandah.  Large leaves 
are on the ground. Lockhart writes about learning to sit cross saddle. 

- “Home Scenes in Vuyyuru.” Two photos. 
-  Left photo. “A Mohammedan fisherman.” Photo of canals and trees and a building 

in the  background.  There is a bridge with arches, and a person stands in the 
water.  Photo is also in album 27. 

-  Right photo.  People, animals and an ox-cart on the road in front of the dispensary. 
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Lockhart writes that on the other side of the trees is the fruit and candy stand.  She 
also includes a phrase in a foreign language. 

- “Some Indian Friends.” Page one. Two photos. 
- Left photo. Caste women and children gathered outside in front of a building for a 

‘farewell’ to Mrs. Gordon.  Seated in front are the Biblewomen, and trees are in 
the background. 

- Right photo. “Preaching and Practising, Padrigaru, Padriammagaru, and Paul 
Wilson.” Photo of an Indian man, child, and woman outside in front of a tree.  
Five small fowl are in front of them.  A building is in the background.  This photo 
is also in album 29. 

- “Some Indian Friends” page 2.  
- Left photo.  Farmyard scene of wealthy farmers.  About ten to fifteen people and a 

farm animal in front of a building.  Lockhart writes about the family. 
- Right photo. “They ‘don’t look it,’ but I assure you, here are eight of the gentlest and 

best women in the world.” Eight women standing in front of a building with a 
thatched roof.  Several people are in the background.  Several women are holding 
Bibles.  Lockhart identifies Mary, Martha, Karuamma, [Manikyamma], 
Ratnamma, [Sautshamma], [Katakshamma], and Amelia. 

- “Workers: Present and Future.” Page one.  “One of our pastors and his family,” Photo 
of a woman holding a child, and man holding another child’s hand. Many people are in 
the background under a thatched-roof building.  Lockhart writes about one of the 
children. 

-  “Workers: Present and Future.” Page two.  “A typical village Sunday School.”  Photo 
of eleven young Indian children sitting on the ground in front of a building.  Also in 
album 27. 

-  “[Golavapalli].” Photo of the ruins of a village after a fire. A child sits in the 
foreground.  Also in album 27. 

- “The donor of the building now used as a hospital.” Photo of two Indian men and one 
Indian woman outside in front of trees. One man is wearing a jacket, and the other man 
is wearing a suit and bow tie. 

- “Our dwelling place at the Hills, May 1921. Y.W.C.A. training school.”  Photo of a 
road with a garden and trees on either side, and a large building with many windows at 
the end. Lockhart and Miss Myers stayed there as guests. 

- “Interior of Y.W.C.A.”  Interior of a building with large windows, several chandeliers, 
and several chairs and tables. 

- “A Pleasant Week-end Coonoor.” Page one. Photo of a waterfall called [Laus] Falls, in 
Coonoor.  

- “A Pleasant Week-end Coonoor” Page two. Two photos. 
- Left photo.  Nine missionaries and children standing in a body of water. Lockhart 
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identifies Elsie England, Miss Myers, Miss Farnell, Mrs. England, Doris and Iris, 
Katy England and Gladys England.  Lockhart writes about a couple of the 
children. 

- Right photo. “June 5, 1921.” Four women and one man standing in the garden at 
[Engledene].  Lockhart is in the photo, and she also identifies the Englands and 
Elsie.  This photo is also on the cover of the album. 

- “Memories of a Happy Day.” Three photos. 
- Top left photo.  Bertha, and three small Rutherford children, among the daisies, 

behind the American Baptist home in Ooty. 
- Top right photo. Lockhart and Caroline in daisies. Photo was taken three years 

previous at Kodai. 
- Bottom photo. Bertha, Lockhart and the Rutherford children posed outside with 

bushes in the background.  Lockhart writes here that Mrs. Rutherford had written 
to her in September that Caroline died of cholera.  Photo is also in album 27. 

- “Far from the madding crowd.” Mr. Hardy, Miss Robinson of [Sancallot], Lockhart, 
Miss Selman of [Akidu], Mr. Ledford all wearing hats, seated at the top of Snowdon 
mountain, in south India. 

- “Hill Beauties.” Page one. Photo of tree ferns, and a pathway between them. 
- “Hill Beauties.” Page two. “Aboriginal Hill Tribes, Badigas”  Photo of four Indian 

people outside under trees. One is holding an umbrella. 
- “Feast of the Dead. Once in twelve years, the spirits of the Hindus’ departed ancestors 

visit the sacred waters of the river Kistna (Krislina)” Two photos. 
- Left photo. “Ceremonial battling of Hindus at Vallooru, five miles from Vuyyuru.” 

Several Indian standing people in a body of water. 
- Right photo. Several Indian men seated on the ground around a vessel with Indian 

men, children, and women gathered in the background. Lockhart writes about the 
practice of washing the feet of a priest, and calling back the spirits of the dead. 

- “Christians at a Sunday Meeting.” Two photos. 
- Left photo. Indians standing and sitting in front of a thatched-roof building.  The 

teacher sits on the ground in the front. Lockhart writes that “this is a typical 
Indian Christian schoolhouse and church.” 

- Right photo. “Happy be the bride and happy be the groom.” Six Indian people 
standing under a thatched roof. Lockhart identifies Dunamma and her son David.  
Lockhart also writes about Dunamma. 

- “This is the house that the Brahmin built.” Photo of a large tree, and a house mostly 
finished, with piles of wood and brick in front of it. Several people are standing outside 
the house.  Lockhart writes that it is being used for wards until the new hospital is built, 
and writes about the number of people that come and what they bring. 

- “Pounding Rice.” Photo of about four Indian women pounding rice outside with large 
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sticks. A building can be seen in the background through the trees. Lockhart writes 
about her experiences trying to pound rice. 

- “Vallooru Caste Girls’ School.” Page one. Photo of two Indian men, and two Indian 
women; one is holding a child. Several children can be seen behind them in the 
doorway of a building. Lockhart points out “the man with the caste mark on his 
forehead [as] the [harmonium] teacher” Lockhart also identifies the head-master, 
[Subbaras]; the older woman, [Padmakshamma]; and [Delivakaranamma], holding the 
little boy.  Lockhart writes about the lives of these people. 

- “Vallooru Caste Girls’ School.” Page two. “September 1921.” Photo with dark spots.  
Nine Indian girls and a male teacher stand in the front, and many girls stand in the back 
in the doorway. 

- “Missionaries and … Why We Need Them.” Page one. “January 1921.”  Photo of eight 
women posed in front of plants.  The pillars on the verandah of a building are in the 
background. Lockhart identifies Laura Allyn, Grace Baker, D. Jessie [Trindlay], D. 
Allyn, Miss “Jeanie” Robinson, D. Cameron, D. Bessie [Trindlay]. Lockhart also 
includes info about these women and their work/positions, and writes that they are all 
“from the West.” 

- “Missionaries and … Why We Need Them.” Page two. Photo of two Indian women 
lying on the ground, with many Indian people surrounding them. Lockhart explains the 
annual “[Tirnali] feast at a temple in Vuyyuru.”  Lockhart writes that these two women 
believe that they will be granted sons. 

- “School girls of Hebron on the Hills.”  Photo of four missionary girls and two women. 
Lockhart identifies the girls, Elizabeth Corey, Beryl Freeman, Katy England, and 
Gladys England. 

- “School Girls of Vallooru on the Plains.”  Photo of nine Indian girls sitting outside on a 
blanket around a harmonium with the male harmonium teacher. One girl is playing the 
harmonium, and the others are singing. A doorway is in the background.  Photo is also 
in album 28. 

- “June 26, 1921.” Photo of Edna, Bertha, and Lockhart standing outside in front of a 
bush. 

- “A Vuyyurin Temple, The seat of the Abomination of Desolation” Photo of Indian 
people gathered outside a temple. 

- “Have a ride?” Photo of Bertha, and an Indian family from what Lockhart calls “a 
wandering tribe popularly known as Lombardies.” A donkey carries a cot, wood, and 
other goods.  A small boy sits on top of the goods on the back of the donkey. Bertha is 
on one side of the donkey, and two of the family on the other. 

 

1969.002-LOC/27 photo album – India (1921-1923). Includes photos from Vuyyuru, 
Ootacamund, and Coonoor. 17 black and white photos with detailed descriptions, plus 
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image on cover. This album has many repeated images from previous albums, but also 
has different images and descriptions. 

- Cover of album includes an image of “Peter in the House of Cornelius” from Wilde’s 
Bible Pictures. 

- Dedication inside “To Mabel, With best wishes for a merry Christmas. November 12, 
1923. Vuyyuru, Kistna District, Madras Presidency India. Canadian Baptist Mission.” 

- “September 1923, ‘Looking to the far off West.’” Lockhart reclining in a chair outside 
on a path, with trees behind her. 

- “Future Pastors and Workers.”  Photo of eleven Indian school children sitting on the 
ground in front of a brick building.  Photo is also in album 25. 

- “Vuyyuru Falls.” Photo of the Kistna River canals and bridge with arches, with a 
building and trees in the background. A person is standing in the water.  Photo is also 
in album 25. 

- Photo of a crowd of people sitting and standing in front of a building and trees at an 
afternoon party. Part of the picture has dark spots. The photo includes Mrs. Gordon 
wearing Indian clothing, and Lockhart explains how they are given the clothing and 
jewelry. 

- “Ootacamund, May 1921.”  Bertha Myers and Lockhart holding Elinor Rutherford. 
Caroline Rutherford is on the left. The Rutherford boy is also in the photo.  Bushes are 
in the background.  Photo is also in album 25. 

- Three photos. Lockhart writes that she took a trip to North India in 1922, but did not go 
as far as Delhi. She includes some photos that she did not take herself to describe 
typical scenes in North India. 

- Left photo.  Road, trees and gardens in Delhi.  
- Middle photo. Photo of a drawing of a snake charmer seated with a basket of goods. 
- Right photo.  A city street full of people, vendors, and carts. Lockhart writes “A 

typical North Indian scene. The houses are very high, you will notice.” 
- Photo of several Indian people outside, gathered around a body where they are setting 

up burning place.  Lockhart did not take this photo.  She writes about how the Indian 
people burn their dead, and ending the practice of burning widows with their deceased 
husbands.  

- “Picnic Party at the Hills.”  Dark photo of missionary men, women, and children on a 
picnic in the woods. Photo is also in album 24.  In album 24, Lockhart identifies the 
picnic-goers and includes the occupations of many of them. 

- “[Cawnpore], May, 1922.”  Lockhart standing by a well with trees in the background. 
She writes about the significance of the well.  Photo is also in album 28. 

- “Girls Boarding.”  Indian school girls outside cleaning up, with their school in the 
background.  Lockhart notes that the well is nearby, and the washing stone is at the 
side. The house in the background is the nurses’ and Biblewomens’ home.  Lockhart 
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writes about their process of cleaning, and the structure of the buildings. Photo is also 
in album 29. 

- “Desolation.”  Photo of a village ruined by fire. A child sits in the foreground. 
Lockhart writes that even though the rice is often buried underground, it is still charred 
and spoiled afterwards.  Photo is also in album 25. 

- “‘[Law’s] Falls’ in Coonoor, South India” Photo of a waterfall in a wooded and rocky 
area. 

- “At ‘Hillbrook Cottage’ for tea. Kodaikanal, June 1923.”  Photo of Mrs. Hannum, 
Edna [Franell], Bertha Myers and Lockhart in front of a trellised cottage and gardens.  
Lockhart writes about travelling to India with the people in the photograph, and also 
writes about Mr. Hannum.  Photo is also in album 29. 

- “The Vuyyuru Biblewomen.”  Photo of ten Indian women posed outside, with trees in 
the background. [Sautoshamma] is identified on the right.  Lockhart writes about her 
and the other women. 

- “September, 1923.”  Dark photo of Lockhart holding Patty Gordon, and “Sarah, the 
ayah,” holding Esther Hulet, the doctor’s daughter. They are standing in front of a 
bungalow with pillars on the verandah. 

 

1969.002-LOC/28 photo album – India (1921-1922) Includes photos from Northern 
India, the Himalayas, Landour, Avanigadda. titled, “Six Years in India. Christmas 1922.” 
43 black and white photos. Page inside says: “To my dear Father and Mother, With much 
love from, Bessie. November 6, 1922. Vuyyuru, Kistna District, India.” This page also 
includes a phrase in a foreign script.  Inside, there is a hymn written in another language, 
on the “Valloru School Girls” page. 

- Cover photo. Lockhart standing outside, surrounded by trees. 
- “The old man is probably a farmer.” photo of three Indian men and two cattle pulling a 

plough. Toddy palm trees in the background. Lockhart writes about the uses for the 
juice from these trees. 

- “Stone houses. The Gordon’s Bungalow” Photo of an Indian man, [Veukyya], carrying 
water on a yoke. He is wearing a yoke called a kavidi. Lockhart writes that it is made 
of bamboo, and the buckets are old oil tins. There are storehouses in the background, 
used for the school rice and supplies, and tents. Photo is also in album 29. 

- “Saturday is Wash Day.” Photo of the boarding school boys bathing and washing their 
clothes. Their dormitory is in the background.  Photo is also in album 29. 

- “March 1921, Alone in my glory.” Photo of Lockhart sitting on the steps of the 
verandah, which has potted plants.  Photo is also in album 29.  In album 29 Lockhart 
writes about the different types of flowers. 

- “2500 Rupees Worth of Rice.” Photo of workers carrying bags of rice on carts pulled 
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by oxen. Trees, ferns, buildings, and structures. Lockhart writes about the price of rice, 
and quantities, how they store it, and how much one child would eat. 

- “March, 1922. Miss Cora Elliot of Clarence. On the Way Home to Canada.” Photo of 
Biblewomen Ratnamma, Deenamma, Karunamma and Cora Elliot standing outside of 
a bungalow with pillars on the verandah.  Miss Elliot is dressed in her new [quaka], 
and Lockhart writes that the Biblewomen helped dress her.  Lockhart also writes about 
Cora. 

- “Junior Workers!” Photo of two Indian boys, John Wilson and Paul Wilson standing 
outside.  A building and trees are in the background. John Wilson, holding the mirror, 
is the son of the headmaster.  Lockhart writes about the two boys. 

- “May 2, 1922. The Three School Brides.”  Blurry photo of three young Indian women 
standing outside with trees in the background.  Lockhart is standing behind them.  She 
identifies Paraiyotamma, Mehramma, and Mariamma. Lockhart writes about how the 
girls were married. 

- “Cutting Wood.” Photo of the school boys chopping wood. Buildings in the 
background. Lockhart explains the process of cutting and storing the wood. 

- “Have you ever read the book? ‘Young Visiters.’” Dark photo of a missionary woman 
holding a baby outside the verandah. Mary the nurse is on the steps of the verandah in 
the background.  Lockhart writes about the baby. 

- “Rangoon Creeper in Blossom.”  Photo of a large plant.  Lockhart describes “pink and 
white blossoms in large clusters,” but they are not visible in the photo. 

- “We came to see the bungalow.”  Photo of several Indian women and children, and a 
missionary woman.  Lockhart identifies [Katakshamma], “the hospital Biblewoman” 
and the missionary Dr. Findlay who is holding the baby.  The others in the photo are 
unnamed.  They stand in front of plants and the bungalow, which has pillars on the 
verandah. 

- “Valloom School Girls.”  Photo of nine Indian girls and one man seated outside around 
a harmonium.  One girl plays the harmonium.  Through the door of the school, a pony 
cart can be seen.  Lockhart writes out a hymn in another language on this page.  This 
photo is also in album 25. 

- “Calcutta” Two photos.  
- Left photo. “Calcutta, Hooghly Bridge.” A large bridge that Lockhart writes was 

built on “pontoons” that float, and rise or fall with the tide. She writes that it is 
one of the largest bridges of its kind in the world. The bridge was crowded with 
people when they walked across.  

- Right photo. “Snake charmer.” A man sits on the ground behind several baskets. A 
cobra is clearly visible in one of them. 

- Two photos.  
- Top photo. “May 15, 1922. In Cawnpore.”  Photo of Lockhart standing in front of a 
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stone well.  She writes about the well and surrounding area.  This photo is also in 
album 27. 

- Bottom photo. “May 17, 1922.” Miss [Herman] in front of large structure called 
“Residency Lucknow” ruins.  Trees in background.  Photo is also in album 29. 

- “Miss [Heniman].” Photo of woman being carried in a chair by four Indian men. They 
are travelling to Landour, with trees in the background. 

- “Landour Bazaar.” Photo of people and buildings at a market bazaar in northern India. 
Lockhart notes that they dress differently than the people in southern India. The people 
in the photo are mostly men, dressed in tunic-like garments and vests and hats. 
Lockhart writes that they are mostly “Mohammedans.” A very large mountain is in the 
background, covered in trees and trails. 

- “If We Were Babies.” Photo of a missionary’s child in a basket with an umbrella 
attached to an Indian man’s back, is being carried up a hill. The Indian man carrying 
the child in a basket is hunched over and holds a staff.  He is wearing a tunic-like 
garment with small slipper-shoes that curl up at the toe. Shrubbery is in the 
background. Lockhart writes about this form of transportation. 

- Two photos. 
- Top photo. “Foothills of the Himalayas in the distance.” Two women seated in 

chairs outside chatting. This photo appears again later in this album, on page titled 
“June, 1922.” 

- Bottom photo. Two missionary children, Pat and [Maryone] are dressed nicely, 
standing next to their father Captain Heenan who is kneeling with a dog, Darky. 
They are outside of a building, and through the doorway, Mrs. Heenan is seated 
looking toward them. Lockhart writes about Mrs. Heenan’s demeanour. 

- “The Himalayan Snow Capped Peaks.” Photo of the Himalayas, and mountainous 
regions in front of them, with a castle and other buildings below. 

- “Our House Party. May and June 1922.” Photo of nine missionary people, including 
two children, and a dog. The women are standing in front of a building and doorway, 
and the men are sitting on the step. Lockhart identifies the people, left to right: Susy 
[Heinmau], herself, Miss McLean, Mrs. Holmes, Miss Long, and Maryone Heenan, 
Mrs. Heenan. Pat and Captain Heenan sit in front. She also includes the occupations 
and hometowns of several of these people.  This photo is also in album 29. 

- Five Photos.  
- Top Left, “Snow Capped Mountains.”  
- Top right, trees, and cloud covering the top of mountains.  
- Middle, large tree with mountains behind. Lockhart writes that it was the view from 

their window at “Cosy Nook.”  
- Bottom left, mountains.  
- Bottom right, mountains. 
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- “In one of these [shops], I bought Geraldine’s muff.” Photo of a missionary woman in 
the streets of a city India.  The street is lined with storefronts and Indian people. 

- “June, 1922. Landour, Susy and her Remington Junior.” Photo of Susy sitting on a 
deck at a desk with a typewriter.  

- “June, 1922.” Two photos. 
- Left photo. Photo of Lockhart and Mrs. Holmes sitting in chairs outside, chatting. 

Mountains and trees in the background. Photo is also on a previous page in this 
album titled “Foothills of the Himalayas in the distance.” 

- Right photo. Blurry photo of the same scene from a different angle. 
- “Hewers of Wood.” Photo of an Indian man carrying an enormous amount of wood on 

his back, walking barefoot on a rocky terrain. 
- “Carriers of Water.” Photo of an Indian man packing bags on a pony, and a child 

holding the reins. A building in the background. 
- “Back in the Heat. August 1922. Standard VIII Vuyyuru Boarding and Day School, 

[Gannavaram] Taluq, Krishna District.” Photo of six male Indian students standing, 
and seven female students sitting on the ground outside with trees in the background. 
Lockhart identifies and gives descriptions of each student. Ratnam, Bushmam, Reubeu, 
Prasangi, Andrew, Joseph are in the back, and the girls named are Martha, 
[Padmakskamma], [Vayrauuma], Ramabai, and [Vayramma]. 

- “For to behold, and for to see. Our New Pump.” Dark photo of people gathered around 
a new water pump. The head master’s house and trees are in the background. 

- “August, 1922. Yakamooru.” Photo of two groups of Indian children standing outside 
with buildings in the background that have thatched roofs. Trees are also in the 
background. Lockhart labels the “heathen children” on the left, who appear to be 
wearing darker clothing, and “Christian School Girls” on the right, who are wearing 
white, or a light colour.  Lockhart writes about how the village was converted to 
Christianity. 

- “A New Venture: Off to Bible Training School, August, 1922.” Photo of four Indian 
women, Sautoshamma, Kamalaratnamma, [Chandraovaitamma], and [Mamkyamma]. 
They are outside, with different trees in the background. Lockhart includes information 
about a couple of the girls. 

- “‘Line, Line’ and ‘Stop Talking.’” Dark, blurry photo of around 50-60 Indian school 
girls standing in a line in the distance, with a tree in front of them. On the left is the 
chapel school house, and the back of the bungalow is behind the line of girls. 

- “A Scene in Landour, India” Photo of mountains in the background, with trees, at a 
fenced look-off area.  A woman wearing Indian clothing is standing and facing the 
mountains. 

- “It isn’t E.B.L. Do not be alarmed.” Photo taken at Avanigadda on Nov. 11, 1921. 
Photo of a female acrobat outside at the top of a tall pole. A crowd of people are 
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watching, and trees are in the background.  

 

1969.002-LOC/29 photo album – India (1919-1923).  Includes photos from Vuyyuru, 
Vizigapatam, Landour and Waltair. Cover has an image pasted on from Wilde’s Bible 
Pictures, titled “Parable of the Sower.” Inside cover is written: “With best wishes for a 
merry Christmas, Bessie.” 18 black and white photos and one that has been removed. 
Many photos are in other scrapbooks. 

- “Homewood Group, May and June ’23.”  Photo of eight people gathered outside.  They 
are all missionaries or Europeans.  There are 5 women and 3 men, all are wearing hats.  
They are gathered in front of a thatched-roof building, with vines growing all over and 
around it.  A “Rev. [J]. Lang” has been identified, probably later, in a different pen. 

- “The Mission Children, January, 1923.” Photo of the missionaries’ children. They are 
standing outside, in front of the verandah of a building, which has large pillars and is 
filled with potted plants, with a figure popping out in the background. Lockhart 
identifies a few children. Ruth, Margaret [Beuseu] holding Dr. Eaton’s small son, 
Gwen Freeman is behind Harvey Freeman, who is holding hands with Patty. Elsie and 
Newton Eaton, Edith [Barss] leaning agains Olive Smith, who is seated, holding 
Rhoda. The Tedford boys, Helen [Glendimming], Kathleen [Goso]. 

- “Cosy Nook, Landour. June ’22.” Photo of nine people, including two children, and a 
dog.  The women are standing in front of a building and doorway, and then men are 
sitting on the step.  This photo is also in album 28.  In album 28, Lockhart identifies 
Susy [Heinmau], herself, Miss McLean, Mrs. Holmes, Miss Long, and Maryone 
Heenan, Mrs. Heenan. Pat and Captain Heenan sit in front. She also includes the 
occupations and hometowns of several of these people. 

- “The hill railway at Coonoor, going up the [Vilgiris] mountains to Cotacamund.”  
Photo of a railway curving around a river, which has an arched bridge near the end. 
There are tall trees along the edge of the railway.  Buildings in a town are in the 
background. 

- “The ‘Girls Boarding.’”  Photo of Indian school girls cleaning up outside of their 
school.  Their school and another building and trees are in the background.  This photo 
is also in album 27. 

- Photo has been removed. In her writing, Lockhart describes part of the process of 
women pounding rice. 

- “Salaam, Amma! Salaam!” Photo of the boarding school boys bathing and washing 
their clothes.  Their dormitory is in the background.  A crow perched on a rice bowl in 
the bottom right corner. Photo is also in album 27. 

- “On our verandah.” Photo of Lockhart sitting on the steps of a verandah, with large 
pillars, and potted plants. Lockhart identifies ferns, [erotous], and zinnias.  Photo is 
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also in album 28. 
- “‘Banner of England,’ The Residency, Lucknow.” Miss [Herman] standing on a lawn 

in front of the ruins of Residency Lucknow. This photo is also in album 28. In her 
writing, Lockhart explains the British importance of these ruins. 

- Two photos, of an Indian baby having a bath. The photos are of the same scene, but at 
slightly different times. The mother of the baby is sitting on the ground with her legs 
straight in front of her, and in the top photo, the baby is lying down on her legs. In the 
bottom photo, the baby is held in a sitting position. Another woman leans over the 
mother with a small pot of water that she pours over the baby. The mother is wearing 
ankle bracelets. There are pots and baskets behind the women. There are two adults 
and a few children watching the scene. In the background there are two trees, and a 
building with a shingled roof. 

- “Vizagapatam, December 1919.” Lockhart and Indian school girls and teachers posed 
outside, seated on a rug and standing. This photo is also in album 24. In her comments 
in album 24, Lockhart identifies herself; the Baliman headmaster; Christian teacher 
Samuel, [Lakshiminarsamma] Narsamma, Kantamma, Ratnamma, Satyamma, 
Pushpamma, [Tongabair], Chandarau (Moon), and the girl longside Pushpamma is the 
headmaster’s daughter. In album 24, Lockhart includes stories and information about 
most of the girls in the photo. 

- “[Veukyya], our water man.” Photo of an Indian man, [Veukyya], carrying water on a 
yoke. Lockhart describes how the yoke is made.  The pole is made of bamboo.  The 
buckets for carrying water are old oil or grease tins purchased from the bazaar. 
Lockhart writes that women carry water in pots on their heads.  In the background are 
trees, and the mission bungalow with stone rooms in the back of it.  Photo is also in 
album 28. 

- “Pastor Samuel, Lydiamma and Paul Wilson.” Vuyyuru. Photo of an Indian man, child 
and woman standing outside in front of trees, with a building in the background, and 5 
ducks/small fowl in front of them.  Photo is also in album 25. 

- Photo of Lockhart and Mrs. McMaster, an Indian woman, at Waltair.  Undated, but 
“some years ago” before 1923. They are standing outside in front of a mango tree. A 
building is in the background.  Lockhart writes that Mrs. McMaster was married to a 
government official “of rather high position,” who was of European descent. He died 
and left a beautiful property for Mrs. McMaster.  Lockhart describes their friendship, 
and Mrs. McMaster’s way of speaking, and her gardens. She also writes about Mrs. 
McMaster’s daughter, Vera. 

- Dark photo of four people. One missionary woman holding a missionary’s child, and 
an Indian woman holding a missionary’s child. Lockhart identifies the children, Patty 
Gordon and Esther Hulet with her “ayah,” or nursemaid, Saramma. 

- “Acadie.” Blurry photo of Bertha Myers on the horse, Acadie, in 1921 when visiting 
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Vuyyuru. Trees in the background. 
- “A very typical Indian Christian congregation.” Photo of Indian people posed in front 

of their brick church that doubles as a school house. The roof is thatched with river 
straw. Tree in front is plantain or banana. 

- “We three 1916 missionaries. Also Mrs. Hannum.” Photo of four women standing 
outside a cottage with lots of greenery around.  Also in album 27. Entry in album 27 
says this is Hillbrook Cottage, 1923, and identifies Mrs. Hannum, Edna [Franell], 
Bertha Myers and Lockhart. 

 

1969.002-LOC/30 photo album – Falmouth to India (1926-1927) includes written 
commentary. “Back in India. 1926-1927.” Title page says “To Mother in Montreal. With 
love, Bessie. Christmas, 1927. Vuyyuru, Kistna District, South India.” 28 black and white 
photographs. Photo on Cover: two women holding a dog, in front of an automobile. The 
mission bungalow is in the background, and some greenery. There is also an Indian man 
looking on from the verandah. On the page in this album, “In Waltair” Lockhart writes 
that the photo is of herself and Laura Craig, in Waltair, 

- “Castle Frederick.” Lockhart’s old house in Upper Falmouth on the farm.  Photo of a 
house through the trees. There are some vines growing along the house, and bushes in 
the garden. 

- “Last Sunday in the West.” Photo of Lockhart, and Esther Clark Wright November 21, 
1926, sitting on the stairs of a home on Lexington in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  

- “August. 1926, Trenton, N.S.” Photo of “The Two Bessie Lockharts" standing outside, 
in front of a building with plants growing up its side. 

- “En route to the East.” Two photos. Lockhart writes that her voyage was from New 
York to Bombay, November 24—December 28. 

- Left photo. ”Some of the Passengers ‘City of Lahore’ December, 1926.” About 15 
people standing on the deck of a ship, in warm jackets. Deck chairs are stacked 
along the left. Bessie writes that she spent Christmas on the ship with this “jolly 
crowd” and that they had “a very gay Christmas dinner indeed.” 

- Right photo. “Mr. and Mrs. Day, Americans with their Children.” Photograph of a 
man, woman, and three children standing on the deck of a ship.  Lockhart writes 
that the man is one of the managers “of the great Tata Steel Works, north of 
Calcutta.” 

- “Off the Coast of Italy.” Two photos. 
- Left photo. “Chateau D’If in Marseilles Harbour.” Light photo of the chateau from 

the water. 
- Right photo. “Off the coast of Italy.” A volcano off the coast of Italy. A ship’s 

rigging and ropes are on the right. 
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- Two photos. 
- Left photo. “Port Said,” a “cosmopolitan port.” Street lined with people and signs for 

Kodak camera supplies, and cigarettes, and tropical hats. The buildings lining the 
streets are two to three stories high, and have thin pillars/posts lining the fronts. 
The people are mostly men, dressed in several different clothing styles. Some 
people are riding bicycles. 

- Right photo. “Statue of the Builder, Entrance to [Suez] Canal.” Photo of a stone 
dock leading to the Builder statue. A person is walking along the stone dock. In 
the background are large ships, and in the foreground are people in rowboats. 

- “Dec. 1926.” Two photos. 
- Left photo. The “Great Canal,” probably the Suez Canal. Photo of a boat in the water 

in the distance.  
- Right photo. “Life on the Ocean Wave.” Photo of a large ship with many people on 

it in the background. In the foreground is a dock, with people standing and sitting 
on it. Sailboats and smaller boats are docked. 

- “Back in Vuyyuru, January 1927.” Close up portrait of two Indians, Dr. Lucy and Isaac 
of Vuyyuru. Isaac wears European style clothing and hair and wears glasses. Dr. Lucy 
wears a traditional female Indian dress and glasses. 

- “In Waltair.” Two photos. 
- Left photo. “April 1927.” Lockhart in a hat standing outside in the Waltair gardens. 

A large bush is behind her. 
- Right photo. “Dr. Hulet’s new hospital.” Photo of a large building on a hill. It has 

two stories, and has windows of varying sizes and shapes. Lockhart writes that 
this photo only shows part of the hospital, and explains the uses of the hospital. 
There is an interesting roof structure. 

- “[Tuni] School.” Two photos. 
- Left photo. “Women’s Bible Training School. Tuni, April 17, 1927. Easter Sunday.” 

Photo of five Indian women standing outside with trees in the background. They 
are wearing traditional Indian clothes, and most of them are holding Bibles.  
Lockhart identifies two of them, [Marikyamma], and [Chandravaltamma]. 

- Right photo. “Eva [Rou] York Memorial Chapel.” Photo of a missionary woman and 
an Indian woman standing on a street outside a cement building, which is the 
chapel. The chapel has a round arch doorway, and shades over the windows. 
There are palm trees in the background. The missionary woman is holding an 
umbrella, and the Indian woman is wearing Indian dress. Lockhart identifies them 
as Eva [Rou] [Joshee] and Miss Hatch. Lockhart writes that Miss Hatch’s friend 
gave the money [for the chapel]. 

- “Hill Holiday, Kodaikanal. May and June, 1927. Ivy Cottage, Tanglewood.” Photo of a 
stone cottage surrounded by trees and greenery. A person can be seen in the large 
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double-doorway of the cottage. Same photo is in album 31. 
- “June 1927.” Photo of two women, a missionary woman Bertha, and and Indian 

woman Gulban, standing outside with steps of a building in the background. Lockhart 
writes that Bertha and Gulban are wearing Indian dress, and that she studied Telugu 
with Gulban. 

- There appears to be a photo that has been removed on the right, as Lockhart writes the 
caption “Gulban gives an Indian Party,” and identifies Mattie Curry, Mrs. Manley, 
Dr. Hulet, and Gulban. 

- Photo of two Indian men outside holding a long stick across their shoulders, with ropes 
attached in the middle to form a sort of seat, upon which an old Indian woman is 
sitting. There is a narrow body of water behind them, and trees in the background. 
Lockhart writes about how they treated the elderly. 

- “Madura Temple.” Photograph of a city in India with buildings that have thatched 
roofs.  The very tall structures that tower over these buildings Lockhart describes as 
“one of the most famous shrines of India.” She writes that these towers were only a 
little out of their way from Kodaikanal. 

- “Madura, Golden Tower.” A very large, intricate tower with very detailed sculptures. 
Trees are in the background. 

- Two photos. Lockhart explains that these houses are “model cottages for all Indians.” 
- Left photo.  Lockhart, three Indian women, one Indian man, and a missionary 

woman standing outside, in front of a lattice fence and building with a thatched 
roof. Trees are behind the building. 

- Right photo. Lockhart, three Indian women, one Indian man, and a missionary 
woman standing outside, in front of a building with a thatched roof. Probably the 
same as above from a different angle. Gardens and a fence in the front, and trees 
in the background. Photo is also in album 31. 

- “My muddy tour in September.” Lockhart, and many Indian children posed on the deck 
of the verandah. Lockhart writes that they came to learn hymns and stories. Two older 
girls in front are young Bible women. 

- “Esther Playing School.” A young girl, Esther, in a hat, leaning against a wall. Across 
from her are dolls and toys posed for “school.” The photo is dark, and other features 
are hard to discern.   

- “Opening of the [Yakamooru] church.” Two photos. 
- Left photo. “[Subbarar], the Brahmin Headmaster and his two little children.” Photo 

of an Indian man and two children, dressed in light-coloured clothing, with a large 
tree in the background. 

- Right photo. “The Kingdom of love and light” Photo of a large group of Indian 
people, with boarding school boys and girls all posed in front of their new church. 
Lockhart is labelled. Their church has a thatched roof.  There are palm trees and 
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other trees in the background.  A very similar but not identical photo is in album 
32. 

 

1969.002-LOC/31 photo album – Burma (1927) includes written commentary. 13 photos.  
Burma is present-day Myanmar. This album appears to be missing a section at the end. 
On the inside cover is piece of paper pasted on, with script that is typed in another 
language, perhaps Telugu. At the end of the passage is written:  “I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. John 14:6.” Cover says “Drawing Book, C.B.M.H.E Boarding School, 
Vuyyuru. The Andhra Christian Press, Printers and Stationery Suppliers Etc., Etc., 
Bezwada.” 

- “Mrs. George Lawrence, In Burma.” Photo of “Wingaba Lakes.” The photo has trees 
and several buildings lining the sides of the lake. There is a gazebo on the edge of one 
building, with steps down to get into a boat. 

- “Scenes in Burma.” Three photos. 
- Left photo. “Wood Carving S. D. Pagoda, Rangoon.” Very intricately carved plants 

and flowers, several human figures, and carts being pulled by animals. At the top, 
is carved writing in a language other than English. 

- Top right photo. “Minbu.” A boat near the edge of a body of water. The land slopes 
upward and has many trees, buildings and structures. In the background at the top 
of the hill are buildings that have tall, intricate towers. 

- Bottom right photo. “Tables of the Buddhist Law, at Mandalay, Burma.” Brick 
platforms in rows, some have large stone tablets on them. At the end of the brick 
platform rows are individual buildings with towers. Another building is slightly 
visible behind some of these smaller buildings, and a grassy mountain in the 
background. 

- Two photos. 
- Top photo. “The tomb of a Mohammedan (Mogul) Emperor of North India, about 

the sixteenth century. (Aurangzeb).” Photo of two women holding black 
umbrellas, walking down a stone pathway leading to a large and ornate tomb of 
the Emperor Aurangzeb. The building has four tall towers at the corners, and one 
wider and shorter tower in the middle. The grassy area is well kept, and there are 
trees in the background. 

- Bottom Photo. “Hill Holiday, Kodaikanal. May and June, 1927. Ivy Cottage, 
Tanglewood.” Photo of a stone cottage surrounded by trees and greenery. A 
person is in the large double-doorway of the cottage. Lockhart stayed here with 
Dr. Hulet and Esther. Also in album 30. 

- “Missionary Children at Conference.” About thirty white missionary children, two 
women, and one man. They are posed standing and sitting around a bench in front of a 
stone building. 
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- “Model Indian Christian home.” Lockhart, three Indian women, one Indian man, and a 
male missionary standing outside, in front of a building with a thatched roof.  Gardens 
and a fence in the front, and trees in the background. Lockhart writes that big cactus 
thorns were used for fences.  The photograph has a printed border.  Photo is also in 
album 30. 

- Three Photos. 
- Top left photo. “Banana trees by a river.” Different trees in the background. 
- Bottom left photo. “A terrible flood in [Chicacole] where many villages were swept 

away.” Photo of a flooded area, with trees in the background. 
- Right photo. “After a flood, the houses were broken down. These are roofed by 

earthen tiles.” Photo of a roof damaged by flood.  The details in how the roof may 
have been tiled can be seen. 

- “After a tribal dance.” Two photos. 
- Left photo. “Carried up the mountain by Savara coolies.” A missionary woman 

being carried on a seat by four Indian men on a dirt road with grassy hills on 
either side. A similar scene is in the background. 

- Right photo. “Mr. and Mrs. Gordon with Indian pastors and teachers.”  The Gordons 
are sitting in an automobile, outside with trees in the background. The pastors and 
teachers are mostly in white clothing, and are standing on either side of the car. In 
the background, Lockhart writes is the Clayton Memorial Church, which was 
used as a school. 

 

1969.002-LOC/32 photo album – India (1927-1929) includes photographs of Lockhart 
and events in India. On the cover of the album is a photo of [Naikar] Mall, Madura. There 
are Indian people sitting on the steps of a large building with very large, wide columns. 
Above the columns are ornately carved arches. There are also potted plants on the steps. 
On the inside cover is written “With love and best wishes, Bessie. Vuyyuru, Kistna 
District, December 1929.” The scrapbook includes black, green and brown paper, with a 
green cover. There is one blue-and-white print, 3 sepia-tone photographs, and 13 black-
and-white photographs. One photograph has been removed. 

- “Dec. 20 ’28.” A blueprint by Mrs. Rutherford.  Above the photo is a word or phrase 
written in a foreign script. The photo of “a common flower of Indian roadsides” 
belonging to the locust family is in blue and white. 

- “Dec. 1928.” Sepia-toned photo of Lockhart and the Rutherford family standing 
outdoors, in front of an automobile with trees in the background. The two little girls are 
Eleanor and Susan. In the photo is also Mrs. Rutherford, and an unnamed boy. 

- “A late afternoon in a famous rock temple near Jangaon, Deccan.”  Sepia photo of a 
stone temple with about 3 missionary people and 6 Indian people standing outside and 
just under the roof of the temple.   
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- Photo of Indian worshippers at a stone temple. “Worshippers and offering[s] in the 
temple.” The caption from the previous page describes this photo. On the left, there are 
six Indian men wearing clothing that is draped around their shoulders. They also have 
two white stripes painted on their foreheads. They are standing on steps, and in front of 
them are several dishes and pots that are probably the offerings of which Lockhart 
writes. On the right are Indian women and some children who do not have the white 
paint on their faces. 

- Photo of four Indian girls wearing belted saris, necklaces and bracelets. They are seated 
on a bench with greenery behind them, and a rug on the ground below them.  They are 
training as teachers in [Miss] Pratt’s school in Cocanada. 

- Black and white photo of the new hospital.  Photo of a large stone building on a hill.  It 
has two stories and windows of various sizes and shapes.  Lockhart writes that this 
photo is just the front part of the hospital, and that there are long wings in the back, and 
other outer buildings. Photo is also in album 20.  In that album, Lockhart explains the 
uses of different areas of the hospital. 

- Black and white photo of a glacier in Kashmir. 
- “April, 1929.” Photo has been removed. Lockhart had identified Pushamma, the 

daughter of the Assistant Head Master; Nathaniel, the son of the Boarding School Head 
Master; Jean and Patty. 

- Page without a photograph.  Lockhart writes that she will send a photo of herself and 
the caste girls when it is done to include on this page. 

- “June, 1929. On Holiday in Kodaikanal.” Lockhart kneeling by a boat at the edge of a 
body of water, with a tree and building in the background. Lockhart is wearing a hat, 
and a dress and flower sent to her for the Governor’s visit. She writes that in the 
background in the left is part of the boat house. 

- “Timburn Falls.” Photo from a walk Lockhart had with Bertha. Lockhart standing in 
front of the falls, with grass and trees on the bank behind them.  She writes that the 
falls are on the way to Fernhill, where some missionaries have summer homes, and 
describes how the falls got its name. 

- “June, 1929, In the Bracken at Kodai.” Photo of Lockhart surrounded by small-leaved 
greenery and a large hill in the background, dotted with trees. “Around [Priests] Walk.” 
Lockhart describes the trail on which they walked that goes in to deep woods. 

- “Cloud Effect from Coakers Walk, Kodaikanal. Photo by C.H. Doveton, Kerala, 
Kodai.” Postcard with black and white image of mountains, trees and clouds. 

- “June 21,1929. On Top of the [Scudder] Memorial Hospital.” Photo of Miss 
[Thordyke], the Superintendent and friend of Bertha’s, and another woman standing in 
front of the stairs of the hospital in Ramipeb. 

- “Sep. 1929. Back at work. Penamaluru Rally.” Lockhart, Patty and Jean in the 
background of a crowd of Indian people, mostly women and children in the front 
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seated beside the wall of the new church. In the background are more people, and 
buildings with thatched roofs. 

- A large group of Indians sitting and standing in front of a new church building with a 
thatched roof.  A male missionary is in the middle of the crowd.  There are trees in the 
background.  Photo has some distortion on the left side, and a little on the right.  A very 
similar but not identical photo is in album 30.  According to Lockhart’s description in 
album 30, this is the opening of the [Yakamooru] church. 

- “A very common mode of travel. Nov ’29.” Lockhart identifies the driver, Samuel.  
About sixteen Indian and missionary people on and around a water-wheel boat on the 
Kistna River.  Photo includes Lockhart and the Gordon family.  Two Indian men are 
carrying a missionary woman between them. 

- “At Work on Sunday, [Veerinky] Lock. Oct 20, ’29.” Indian women and children 
seated on the ground and some standing in the background. Lockhart is in the middle 
of the group. They are seated in front of a bungalow.  The women are having an 
examination on the stories of Mark’s Gospel. 

- “Badly out of focus.” Lockhart and Mr. and Mrs. Gordon and two Gordon children in 
front of their bungalow and garden.  A tree is in the background.  

 

1969.002-LOC/33 photo album – India (1929-1930).  Includes photos in Vuyyuru, Katur, 
Kashmir, Valluru, the Taj Mahal, and Dehli.  On the cover is a postcard of “Dall Lake 
from Nishat, Kashmir,” On the coloured postcard are people at the edge of a body of 
water, and some are carrying boats into the water, and some are in boats on the water.  
Printed on the cover is “T.P. Venkayya, Bookseller & Stationer, Cocanada Town.” 27 
black and white photographs, one coloured postcard on the cover, and two photos that 
have been removed.  Lockhart writes that many photos are ones she had purchased.  At 
the end of the album is a foreign script. 

- Written on first page: “To Mother for Christmas, 1930. With love and best wishes. We 
had such a fine holiday in Kashmir that the pictures should be better, but my camera 
has grown old in the service. Most are what I bought. Bessie, Vuyyuru, Kistna Dis. 
Madras Pres. India. Canadian Baptist Mission.”  March 1930, photo of Lockhart and 
the Gordon family in Indian clothing.  They are standing outside with trees in the 
background. 

- Photo was removed. “Removed for book on Jean Gordon also enclosed. E.B. Lockhart, 
Wolfville Feb. 12 ’71.” Titled “Vuyyuru” in the photo was Jean, Frances, Dorothy, 
Janet and Patty. The October Meetings, 1929, 

- “Katur, November 1929.” Photo of an Indian church, and a few Indian people are 
standing around outside it. One Indian man is running. The photo is dark and 
somewhat difficult to make out. Lockhart writes about a village fight, and added in 
February 1971 that she was a translator for a visiting reverend. 
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- “Valluru, Baptism in the Kistna River, Some of our Christmas party, 1929.” Photo of 
Indian people standing at the edge of the water. On the bank, missionaries and Indian 
people are watching below.  

- “March, 1930, After the February Revival.” A group baptism of Indian people in a 
body of water. Some are standing on the bank, watching, and others are in the water.  
There are two very tall trees in the background. Lockhart writes that there were over 
forty people were baptized. 

- “Missionaries Some Famous, Some otherwise.” 3 photos. 
- Top left photo. Candid of two missionary men standing outside with a train on the 

left, and a train station is visible in the background. Dr. Stanley Jones and Mr. 
Quirk [Chicacole]. 

- Bottom left. Mrs. Quirk, Dr. Jones and Laura Craig standing in front of a building 
with an ornate overhang. Some plants are also outside. 

- Bottom right. “Off to a village, Bessie.” Lockhart riding a bicycle on a dirt road. The 
road is lined with a fence on one side, and mango, palm and cork trees. 

- “The Gordons.” Photo has been removed. Lockhart included a description of the photo 
and describes gifts some of the missionaries received from the boarding school 
children. 

- “Bible Women, April 1930.” Photo of 13 women posed outside in front of a brick wall. 
Four Indian women and Lockhart stand in the back row, five Indian women are seated 
on chairs in the middle row, and three Indian women are seated on the ground on a rug. 
There is a large age range in these women. All of the Indian women are wearing Indian 
dress.  One and possibly two women appear to be missing an eye. 

- “All Brahmins, April 1929.” Five women posed outside. Lockhart and T. Mary sit on 
chairs in the back row. In the front row, seated on the ground are Kantamma, 
[Rawanamma], and [Satyavedamma]. All are wearing Indian dress, and the three 
women in the front have dolls resting on their laps. 

- Two photos. 
- Left photo. “‘Annies’ Organ’ 1929.” Lockhart dressed in Indian clothing standing 

outside at the edge of a verandah with three Indian girls seated around a small 
organ. One girl is playing the organ. In the background is a table with books, and 
a rocking chair with two dolls on it. Some of the photo has spots. 

- Right photo. 1930. Blurry photo of Indian children and at least one missionary child 
gathered outside of the mission bungalow, Lockhart and an Indian man are 
standing at the back of the crowd. 

- “Taj Mahal Agra & its Garden, The Pearl of India’s Architecture” Photo of the Taj 
Mahal. 

- “Agra.” Three photos of different buildings and views of the Fort of Agra. Lockhart 
writes that the buildings were built around the time of Queen Elizabeth by Emperor 



	 27 

Akbar. 
- Left photo. View of an ornate building in Agra with distinctive arches across a 

courtyard through an arch. 
- Top right photo is a view from above of Agra and surrounding buildings. 
- Bottom right photo is a different view of the same buildings in the photo above. 

- “Fort Delhi.” A large stone fort, with a gate around the edge. 
- “Huge stone elephants.” Two men stand on either side of an arch, flanked by two large 

stone elephants. Through the archway is a garden.  On either side of the archway are 
ornate carvings on the wall. 

- Photo of the arched interior of a building. Very ornate carving and painting details. 
There are two people standing in the building in the distance.  There is a depression in 
the floor on the left. 

- “Friday Prayer, Juma Masjid, Delhi” A very large crowd of people in front of the 
Mosque.  Bessie writes that this famous mosque contains a hair of Muhammad’s beard. 

- “The Poplar Road of the Beautiful [Nurmahal].” A road lined by tall poplar trees. 
Lockhart writes about the origins of this road in her commentary. 

- “Kashmir and Dall Lake, Our Home for six weeks, May-June 1930.” Photo of “A 
House Boat, Srinagar, Kashmir” Lockhart has labelled important aspects on the photo 
of a house boat on a body of water with mountains in the background.  She labels a 
sitting room, dining room, pantry, bedroom, and bathroom. She writes that some are 
furnished nicely. There are other structures in the background. 

- Two photos. 
- Left photo. “Wild Eglantine (White Roses)” A woman sits on a horse with roses in 

the background. An Indian man is standing to the right.   
- Right photo. A group of missionaries and Indian people standing, and on horses 

preparing to go camping. There are trees in the background, and camping 
equipment on the ground, and the edge of a body of water. 

- “Muriel” Two photos. 
- Left photo. Two house boats, moored to one of many “floating islands.” Poplar trees 

behind them, and mountains in the background.  The ink spot on the photo marks 
Lockhart’s room.  In her commentary, Lockhart writes about how these floating 
islands were made. 

- Right photo. “Nishat Bagh Fountains.” An Indian man standing waist deep in the 
middle of the fountains. There is a large stone wall structure behind him, and trees 
in the background. 

- Photo of four Indian women and one younger Indian girl.  They are standing outside in 
front of a bungalow.  Lockhart names the young girl in the photo “Mercy,” and the 
woman in the dark [quaka] is Syantamma meaning “Peace.”  Lockhart also identifies 
another woman named Krupa, which Lockhart writes also means “Mercy,” but she is 
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not indicated in the photograph. Lockhart writes about the women in her commentary. 
- “Vuyyuru, Jane Buchan Bungalow.” Indian school girls playing badminton under 

mango trees, outside of the bungalow.  Two other Indian girls stand to the side, one 
holding a badminton racket, and the other is standing behind a bicycle.  Lockhart and 
another missionary woman are seated on chairs outside, surrounded by Indian women 
seated on the ground, on the inside of a fence. Indian men are standing around the 
building.  Three Indian school boys sit on the roof, [Youp], [Shaduch], and Abraham.  

- On the back is written a verse from Habakkuk 3:2. There is also some writing in a 
foreign language, probably Telugu. 

 

1969.002-LOC/34 photo album – India (1936-1937) includes photos of Lockhart’s tour to 
Central India, and one of her at Acadia. “In Cocanada, India, 1937. Indian in the 
Coronation Year.”  Photo on cover is a souvenir photo of an ornate throne in front of an 
ornate stone wall. Written inside: “I want to send this book even though Mother is not 
there this first Christmas without her.” 34 black and white photographs in the scrapbook, 
and one souvenir photo on the cover. 

- “Acadia Closing, 1934. With love from Bessie, Christmas 1937. Brightbank 
Wolfville.” Photo of Lockhart in Indian clothing standing outside in front of a hedge, 
with a house in the background.  Some windows of the house have shutters, and some 
have intricate paneled glass.  (This building is today’s Victoria’s Inn on the western 
end of Main Street, Wolfville. 

- “20th Christmas in India.” Page one. Two photos. 
- Left photo. Five missionary women in dresses standing outside in front of a tall tree.  

There is a small body of water behind them, and an Indian man stands off to the 
left, partially behind some bush.  Lockhart writes that this party was at Harris 
Bungalow, and the hostesses were Bertha Myers, Edna Down, Miss Robinson, 
Miss Pratt, Muriel Brothers, and herself (these are not the order of the women in 
the photograph). 

- Right photo. Five missionary women standing on the edge of a verandah.  The 
verandah has arches and pillars. In the foreground of the photo is some greenery, 
and the subjects of the photo are further behind in the background.  The building 
is their “‘Country Garden Home,’ owned by merchants of the city.”  

- “20th Christmas in India.” Page 2 “Christmas 1936, Under the Mango Tree.” Six 
missionary women posed outside.  Four are standing, and two are kneeling in front of 
them.  A tree is behind them, and the edge of a building.  Lockhart writes about their 
Christmas here, and names Muriel, her “Good Companion,” but is not entirely clear as 
to which woman she is.  Muriel is probably on the bottom right. 

- “Our Tour” two photos. 
- Left photo. “[Tarelarehun].” Seven young Indian women, and one man.  They are all 
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dressed in light clothing, and there are trees in the background.  
- Right photo. “[Bavaram].” An “open wagon shed” where Lockhart and the Bible 

women camped.  The shed is rounded and has an open bottom.  The roof is 
thatched.  There is large tree behind it, and a person stands beside the shed. 

- “Where the Godaveri [Godavari] River joins the Bay of Bengal.” A very large crowd 
of Indian people wading in the river, and out further in the ocean.  There is a large 
sandbar in between the river and the ocean.  In the river, is a cow on a rope.  Lockhart 
writes that this photo was taken a few years ago, at a feast that is held once every 
twelve years, but notes that it was almost the same scene they beheld in February 1937.  
Lockhart also writes about a short exchange between her and a woman there about why 
they bathe in the river. 

- “The Bath” two photos. 
- Left photo. A large group of Indians gather at the sacred bathing place.  In the 

background is a temple, and [coconut] palm trees. 
- Right photo. “A sacred bull.” A bull dressed in bells and ornaments, and two Indian 

men standing and sitting beside it.  The seated man is holding the reins.  In the 
background is tall grass. 

- “A Pilgrim Lying on Thorns, Holy Man” Photo of an Indian man with a beard lying on 
the ground on a gathering of thorns.  He wears only a necklace and a loin-cloth.  There 
is a building behind him, and a man visible from the chest-down is leaning on the wall.  
Lockhart notes that she has never seen this sight, and that some people do this to attain 
salvation. 

- Photo of Cocanada.  There is a canal with a bridge over it, and two ships in the 
harbour.  On the bank closest to the viewer is a sort of dirt shipyard with several 
barrels, and a tree, and some people are walking and under the tree.  There is also on 
ship docked on this side of the canal, and there is another dock visible, with no ship.  
On the other side of the canal is the “famous Clock Tower,” and there are many 
buildings and people and ships docked.  Lockhart writes about the clock tower, 
Cocanada, and the neighbouring town Jaganakpur, where Dr. McLaurier goes to 
preach. 

- Two photos, both of the same woman, at different times. 
- Left photo. “A Brahmin Widow.” An Indian woman standing outside in front of a 

wall, wearing all white.  There are plants on either side of her.   
- Right photo. “The same after Conversion.” The same woman dressed in darker, 

more elaborate clothing, leaning on a chair.  Seated on the chair is an infant 
Indian girl with necklaces, and bracelets on her ankles.  In the background is a 
vase full of flowers, and a curtain.  Lockhart writes about the woman, who is a 
niece of Mr. Satyarn. 

- “On the Vizagapatam Field. Two Christian chiefs of villages.  They belong to different 
castes. Near Subbavaram, a church with Christians in fourteen villages but only one 
pastor and no teachers.”  Photo of an Indian man with his arm around another Indian 
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man.  Both are wearing light clothing with scarves draped around their necks.  One 
man is wearing a white headpiece.  The other man has a moustache that curls up at the 
ends.  They are both barefoot, outside in front of a wall or structure that is made of a 
woven grass or bamboo. 

- “Zenana Work.” photo of Miss Baskerville, a missionary, seated on a chair in front of a 
small crowd of Indian people seated on rugs and standing.  There is also a dog laying 
on the ground.  Miss Baskerville is embracing an Indian children one side, and another 
Indian child stands on her other side. On her lap are a book and a fan.  Seated on a 
chair beside her is the Bible woman, Mary, whom Lockhart writes has been teaching 
there for over forty years.  Lockhart also writes about the school. 

-  “I Go on a Journey: Visiting the United Church Mission, Oct 21-Nov.17” Page one, 3 
photos. 

- Left photo. “In Indore, Central India.” A woman standing in the middle of a street 
with an automobile parked on the side.  There are trees in the background, and 
buildings lining either side of the street. A couple people are riding bicycles. 

- Middle photo. “Hat Piplia, (Hat = Market, Piplia = town). Ordinary houses are two 
stories high, different from South India.” A dirt road in Central India.  There are 
trees at the end of the street. On either side of the street are houses, and Indian 
people standing outside on the porches of the houses, and on the streets.  There is 
a vehicle near the end of the street. 

- Right photo. “A Hindu and his horse” An Indian man holding a horse by its reins. 
The horse is painted with spots.  A Missionary woman stands next to him. Next to 
her in the corner stands another Indian man.  They are outside, and there are 
buildings in the background. One has a thatched roof, and one has a shingled roof. 
Lockhart calls this the “Feast of Lights” and writes about how the paint and keep 
the horses. 

- “I Go on a Journey: Visiting the United Church Mission. Oct. 21-Nov 17.” Page two. 
“The Ladies House at Hat Piplia. There is a large building on the compound too.” Five 
women standing outside. There are bushes behind them, and a brick building on the 
left. A climbing rose up the building. A window is on the side of the building, and a 
second floor balcony with holes in the side of the fence part. Lockhart identifies 
herself, Miss Glendimming, ‘Auntie [Whither]’ from Rawdon, and her niece D. 
Katharine, Miss McNarcy. Lockhart includes that ‘Auntie’ was 78 years old when she 
came to India in 1934. 

- Two photos. 
- Left photo. “School (one class) at Hat Piplia of six.” 14 Indian people and a 

missionary [Lockhart?] posed outside of a building. Smaller children stand in a 
row in front.  Their clothing is different from the Indians in Southern India, as 
Lockhart points out.  Some girls wear trousers, and one of the older girls, and a 
couple of the elders have pulled their cloths over their faces. 

- Right photo. “Adult Literacy, There is quite a campaign on to teach.” A missionary 
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woman holding a book and holding a book in front of an older Indian man.  He 
leans over the book and points to the page.  An Indian boy kneels beside him. 

- “At Mandleswar, [Holkhar] State. Hilda Johnson Arrives” two photos. 
- Left photo. Oxen pulling a cart with a missionary woman, likely Hilda Johnson, 

sitting on the cart.  Two Indian men stand beside the cart, and one Indian man sits 
in the cart.  There is a building on the right, and trees in the background. 

- Right photo. “At the hospital.” Three missionary women and an Indian man stand on 
the doorstep of a building that has metal fencing around the porch.  The women in 
the photo are Miss Morson (PEI), Hilda Johnson (NS), and Miss Christina Baxter, 
Hamilton Ontario, has a training school in Indore.  Lockhart includes that the 
Indian man is a Mohammedan convert who was cast out by his community. 

- Two photos. 
- Left photo. “By the sacred river at Mandlesewar.” A temple with many steps. There 

is a rocky plain of land in the foreground, and a large set of stairs.  Several people 
walk on the stairs.  The temple and trees are up in the background. Lockhart 
includes a story about an imprisoned woman in Indore. 

- Right photo. “Queen Ahilyabai’s Temple.” A woman standing on a walkway to the 
temple.  The top of the temple has a golden piece. 

- “In Dhar” 3 photos. 
- Top left photo. Four people gathered around the steps of a building with a latticed 

doorway.  One figure is the size of a child, with a blanket or cloak wrapped 
around their body and head.  A missionary woman, Dr. Wallace holds the hand of 
an Indian infant, who standing on the stairs and crying.  Lockhart stands on the 
right, facing the other figures. 

- Top right photo. “In Indore” Four missionary women standing outside under a tree, 
with a gate in the background. Lockhart numbered and named some. 2 is 
Lockhart, 3 is Miss Baxter, and 4 is Miss Robertson. 

- Bottom middle photo. A woman standing in the driveway of a building with large 
arches, and a balcony. Trees are on the sides of the driveway, and an automobile 
is behind her. 

- “‘Burned on a [Settee]’” A stone grave marker in Ujjain, a sacred city.  The stone has 
carved on it, the figures of a man and a woman, and a sun and a moon above them. 
Lockhart writes that the stones mark the graves of husbands and wives, where many 
wives were buried alive when their husbands died. 

- Two photos “Up From the Caves.” Lockhart includes commentary about their journey 
through the caves, and related stories. 

- Left photo - photo of Lockhart and another missionary woman standing in the ruins 
of a building with ornately carved pillars. 

- Right photo - photo of Lockhart and another missionary woman standing outside of 
the building with tall pillars that are carved.  An Indian man leans on one of the 
pillars. 
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- “Oldest and… Youngest Lady Missionaries” page one. Photo of Miss Hatch, their 
“Older Sister” aged 82 standing in front of an automobile. An Indian man stands on the 
other side of the automobile, and there is a building in the background. 

- “Oldest and… Youngest Lady Missionaries” page two. Two photos 
- Left photo “Marilyn Rose Gullison.” Photo of Marilyn Rose Gullison standing with 

an Indian boy, man, and woman, who is holding a white baby.  They are holding a 
MacLean’s magazine and reading together, standing outside. 

- Right photo “Fair (and Dark) Exchange.” Photo of Marilyn Rose Gullison standing 
outside holding an Indian baby, and an Indian woman holding a white baby. Trees 
in the background. 
 

2. Correspondence and accompanying material. – 1894-1981. – 2 folders of 
textual records and one object. 
Series contains incoming and outgoing correspondence as well as accompanying 
material.  Incoming and outgoing correspondence includes some material about 
missionary work in India, details about family life and family members, poetry, 
and dried flowers from the Holy Land.  Object is a spoon from the World’s Fair in 
Chicago, 1894. 
Note:  Supplied title based on contents of series 
           File list included below 
 
 
File List 

1969.002-LOC/1 correspondence (1911-1981) incoming and outgoing, including 
correspondence from her time at Acadia University 

- Small card with flowers from the holy land signed “With love, E. Bessie Lockhart 
Christmas, [’81].” 

- Small card with photo of Lockhart on the front. November 23, 1956. Captioned “Forty 
years among the Telugus, E. Bessie Lockhart.”  A letter to friends explaining her work, 
and updates on her life. 

- Letter to Cloyda. Dec. 29, 1981. Photo of the Golden Gate in Jerusalem is on the front.  
Talks of travels around the Maritimes and her nephew Harold. 

- Card to Cloyda. Feb 21, 1977. With St. John’s Anglican Church in Wolfville on front. 
- Letter to Cloyda March 20, 1976. 
- Letter to Helen April 7, 1971.  
- Program for “The Coronation Day Service, marking the Triumphant Home Going of 

Alberta Pond April 1st, 1971” 
- Letter from Canadian Baptist Overseas Mission Board. Undated. From Doris H Smith 

enclosing a receipt of a donation from Lockhart. Receipt is not here. 
- Letter from nephew Harold, April 2, 1971.  Written on stationary from Meductic 

United Baptist Church, Meductic, NB. He writes of news of Alberta Pond. 
- “Recollections of Times with Marjory Rutherford” by Mary C. [Houston]. Undated. 
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Lockhart includes a note about Marjory at the end of the work. 
- Letter to Mrs. Ralph L. (Cloyda) January 16, 1969 
- Envelope to Mrs. Ralph Loomer 1981. 
- “Flowers from the Holy Land.” The back reads “Visited here: Ap. ’53, May July ’59, 

Dec. ’64 E. Bessie Lockhart.” 
- Card from Harold, Ubarda, and Darrell, thanking Lockhart for donation to the Alberta 

Memorial fund. Undated. 
- Card “Glad Tidings E. Bessie Lockhart, Christmas 1951.”  Picture on front of two 

women in a garden. Inside has printed verses.  Back reads “Always glad to hear from 
you. Where is Alice now? Love to all, Bessie.” 

- Letter to Lockhart, dated February 20, 1945. From Miss [Geraldine Laurence]. 
- Letter to Lockhart, from Pearl Lynch. [194-]. Back reads “During [Nov] 1935-1945, 

the Governments used these ‘micrographs’ E. B. Lockhart” 
- Letter from Canadian Baptist Foreign Mission Board” stating that Lockhart is a “bona 

fide missionary” and has served many years in India.  April 20, 1943.  
- Copy of above. 
- Copy of correspondence allowing Lockhart, with a teachers license, to “rank as the 

holder of a Collegiate Teachers’ Certificate.” 1937. 
- Letter from June 22, 1943 from the Town of Windsor stating that Lockhart has no 

criminal record. 
- Letter from June 21, 1943 stating that Lockhart has no diseases “likely to endanger 

public health” and has recently received the smallpox vaccine. 
- Letter to Mrs. Charles Lockhart and Family, Nov. 7 1926, from Judson Shaw, on 

behalf of the Baptist Church and Sunday School. 
- Letter from Lockhart to Mrs. [Otis Illsley] and Mrs. Loomer. 1958. A section is cut 

out. Lockhart talks about her time in India. 
- Long paper, sewn together titled “Curfew must not ring tonight” in handwriting. 

Undated, Poem - with the name “Bessie” in it. 
- Photocopied postcard from Lockhart, May 9 1973, to Mrs. Leslie Loomer. Writes that 

she is staying at the Hawksworth home. 
- Letter to Mr. Davison May 1, 1978. Attached to a card with Flowers from the Holy 

Land. Explains her travels, includes at the end a timeline of her travels.  Mentions that 
there are four other Acadia Alumnae Baptist Missionaries. 

1969.002-LOC/2A correspondence regarding spoon [1968?], (1971) spoon is item 
1969.002-LOC/2B. Spoon belonged to Lockhart’s aunt, Lydia Lockhart of Falmouth, 
who was married to Charles Knowles of Windsor.  Correspondence includes genealogical 
information about the Knowles family.  Ruby Knowles, whom Lockhart writes died 
around 1968, wrote one piece of correspondence, stating that the initials on the spoon 
stand for Lydia Knowles.  In Lockhart’s correspondence dated February 12, 1971, she 
adds details about the people Ruby mentions in her correspondence.  Lockhart writes that 
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there is an account of Charles Knowles’ life in “Representative Acadians,” which she 
received from Mr. Vaughan in 1941 in Vancouver. 

1969.002-LOC/2B Spoon from World’s Fair in Chicago, engraved with initials L.K. 
(1894). 

 

3. Certificates and licenses. – 1911-1920. – 3 folders of textual records  
Series contains certificates and licenses, for military instruction for public school 
teachers, missionary union, and teachers license. 
Note:  Supplied title based on contents of series 
           File list included below 

 

File List 

1969.002-LOC/4 teachers license for Eva Bessie Lockhart, Nova Scotia, 1916. 

1969.002-LOC/5 Woman’s Missionary Union Life Member Certificate for Beatrice Ella 
Lockhart, 1920. 

1969.002-LOC/9 certificate of military instruction – public school teachers, 1911, 
awarded to Miss Jessie Alberta Lynch. (Lockhart’s aunt) 

 

4. Personal papers. – 1937-1974. – 4 folders of textual records  
Series contains a passport, address book and guest book, and newspaper clippings 
that include information about Lockhart’s family.  The guest book includes a list 
of women missionaries who were Acadia alumnae. 
Note:  Supplied title based on contents of series 
           File list included below 

 

File List 

1969.002-LOC/3 British Indian Passport, 1940-1943. Border Crossing Identification 
Card from the United States of America from April 14, 1943 is inside the passport. 

1969.002-LOC/6 diary and address book, 1963-1965. 

1969.002-LOC/7 guest book, 1965-1975. Includes a card taped in, a drawing from a 
child, and taped in the back, a list of women missionaries who were Acadia Alumnae, 
from presentation of silver tea service to Chase Court in 1968. 

1969.002-LOC/8 newspaper clippings (1937, 1969). Contains family and local 
information, and a short article on Mrs. R.B. Gullison. 
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Biographical Sketch 
 

Bessie Lockhart was born in Upper Falmouth, Nova Scotia, on 10 January 1890, daughter 

of Charles and Beatrice (nee Lynch) Lockhart. She attended Preparatory School at 

Windsor Academy and later Teachers College in Truro, after which she taught for several 

years in Falmouth, Nova Scotia and Brookfield, Nova Scotia. She graduated from Acadia 

University in 1916. At Acadia she developed close friendships with fellow students 

Esther Clark (Wright), Hettie Chute, and Lillian Chase, living together in Seminary and 

Whitman Hall (Tully).  Esther Clark Wright and Bessie Lockhart remained friends 

throughout their lives.  Esther Clark Wright wrote about Lockhart: “slim, dark, vivacious, 

interested in people, eager to get the most out of collage…(she) was easily the most 

popular and quickly became one of the leading members of the Class of 1916.”  Her two 

scrapbooks from her time at Acadia are rich with photos of everyday life as a student at 

Acadia in the early twentieth century.  In the fall of 1916, she left for India as a 

missionary under the auspices of the United Baptist Women's Missionary Union and the 

Canadian Baptist Foreign Mission Board. She worked in Vuyyuru, Waltair, Cocanada 

and Tekkali for over forty years. As a missionary, Lockhart worked as a teacher, and had 

the opportunity to travel through different areas of India, including central India.  During 

her time in India, Lockhart compiled and sent scrapbooks including photos and 

commentary to her family and friends in Canada, so they could see what her life was like. 

Included in her scrapbooks are photos of many cultural aspects of Indian life, and life as a 

missionary.  There are also photos depicting her friendships with fellow missionaries, and 

the Indian women they taught and worked with.  Lockhart formed many meaningful 

relationships with other missionaries, and Indian women, which are reflected in her 

scrapbooks. After retiring in 1955, Lockhart taught at the Feller Institute at Grand Ligne 

in Quebec and toured Western Canada on behalf of the Mission Board before returning to 

India for another four years. She spent her later retirement in Wolfville and the Windsor 

Elms, NS. Eva Bessie Lockhart died in Kentville, NS, 10 July 1985 at the age of 95. 
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Scope and Content 
 

The fonds consists of four series: 

1. Photographs 

2. Correspondence and accompanying material 

3. Certificates and licenses 

4. Personal papers 

 

Notes 
 

Supplied title based on contents of fonds 
For reasons of historic authenticity, all file titles provided by the author and captions 

provided by the photographer are transcribed unedited.  The spelling of both 
peoples' and places' names has changed with time, so inaccuracies and 
inconsistencies in the titles are unavoidable. Files and captions may also contain 
inaccuracies or terms that would now be considered offensive.  

Order imposed by Archivist 
Accruals accepted after 1969 

Records subject to the Copyright Act.  Written permission from the Copyright holder is 
required in order to publish any of these records   

See also Esther Clark Wright accession 1990.016.  Box 7, folder 171 contains letters 
from Lockhart to Esther 

See also Acadia Bulletin Vol. 69, No. 3, Summer 1985, p23 for obituary. 
See also Acadia University Alumni Bulletin Vol. 72, No. 1, Winter 1987/88, p12 

See also 1900.250/5 Acadia University. Photo album of Acadia graduates accession for 
graduation photo of Bessie Lockhart 

See also 1900.428 Jean Rushton accession for letter from Bessie Lockhart (1969) 
See also 2005.010-MAR/48 James W. Marsters family accession for letter from Bessie 

Lockhart (1956) 
See also Athenaeum, January 1916, p. 135, for an article written by Bessie Lockhart 

entitled “Bound Over To Keep the Peace” 
See also In memory of Jean Gertrude Gordon: born at Kodaikanal, India, Sep. 15, ’24; 

died in Chicacol, Nov. 30, ’35. Written by Bessie Lockhart, 1936. In Acadia 
University Special Collections - Acadiana (BV3271 .G67 L5 1936) 

See also Radiant Lights and Little Candles: Being a group of stories of Indian characters 
for children. By Agnes E. Baskerville.  Bessie wrote a “A Boy Witness” on page 
78-80.  In Acadia University General Collection (BV2087 .B3 1900z) 
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See also Cora Elliot 1900.425-ELL, 1994.007-ELL and 2013.015-ELL 
See also Evelyn and Winnifred Eaton 1900.412-EAT 

See also Jessie Ernst fonds, 1900.580-ERN/4 for scrapbook on India that includes a photo 
and article on Bessie 

See also Mrs. Blake Clarke fonds, 1900.579-CLA/1 for scrapbook including photos of 
Bessie Lockhart 

 
 

Citation for this electronic finding aid: 
 

This finding aid should be cited as a website. Relevant information is as follows: 
 
Title: Eva Bessie Lockhart fonds 
Date: 2015 
Author: Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia University 
 
 

Access Points 
 
 
Lockhart, Bessie (1890-1985)  

Acadia University—Students  

Baptists-Missions-India 

Chase, Lillian (b.1894) 

Chute, Hettie (b.1888) 

Elliot, Cora 

Eaton, Winnifred and Evelyn  

Student activities (Wolfville, NS)  

Women missionaries-India 

Wright, Esther Clark (1895-1990) 
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“You Would Hardly Think it to Look at Them”: Visual Representations of 
Colonialism in Bessie Lockhart’s Scrapbooks 

 
In August of 1922, in Yakamooru in India, Eva Bessie Lockhart took a 

photograph of two groups of Indian children.  On the left, pictured in figure 1a and 

detailed in figure 1b is a group of children in a village, which Lockhart has labelled 

“Heathen children,” and on the right, is a group dressed in light clothing labelled, 

“Christian School Girls.”1  Lockhart pasted this photograph into a scrapbook, which she 

sent home to her parents for Christmas.  In this scrapbook, like others she sent home, she 

included many comments that described her photographs, and life as a Baptist missionary 

in India.  On this page, Lockhart wrote that the village the “heathen children” are from 

had decided to convert to Christianity, and she compared them to the converted Indian 

school girls she was teaching.  Illustrating what their future could be like once they had 

converted, Lockhart wrote, “When I took this picture, there was only one Christian ‘of 

sorts,’ here.  I wanted to show the difference between these dirty little Hindu creatures, 

and our nice Christian girls.”2  Her comments here directly, and purposefully, show how 

differently she sees the Christian and non-Christian in a colonial situation. Lockhart also 

mentions the dirtiness of the “little Hindu creatures.”  Her use of the word “creature” as 

opposed to girl could represent the “uncivilised” nature, and perhaps the idea that 

conversion provides “proper” gender identity.  Lockhart’s opinions about cleanliness are 

typical of those of the era.  At the turn of the twentieth century, Canada was experiencing 

a “social purity movement,” which aimed to raise the morality of society, by educating 

																																																								
1 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/28, Esther Clark 
Wright Archives, Acadia University.  Hereinafter the Esther Clark Wright Archives will be abbreviated as 
ECWA.  	
2 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, ECWA. 
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future generations in the ideals of purity, in an age of soap and light.3  Lockhart uses 

visual metaphors of dirty vs. clean, “heathen” vs. Christian, and ignorant vs. educated to 

explain the differences between the Christian and non-Christians.  

This scrapbook page, titled “August 1922, Yakamooru,” is a perfect example of 

the colonial mindset that was hidden behind the good intentions of the missionary effort.4  

In her scrapbooks, there are many examples of how Lockhart compared Christians (both 

missionaries and Indians) to non-Christians by connecting Christianity to a “civilised” 

way of being.  This page in her scrapbook also compares the “dark heathen” to the 

Christian girls, all dressed in white, or light clothing.  She wrote in her comments on this 

page that “Even after a day, these people’s faces looked ‘lighter.’”5  Lockhart used light 

and dark metaphors throughout her scrapbooks both in her photos, and in her comments.  

On this same page, Lockhart noted “how much teaching they need,” and in doing so 

pointed out what she viewed as ignorance in the “heathen” Indians.6  Lockhart’s 

scrapbooks are filled with visual metaphors and binary comparisons that showcase her 

colonial mindset.  There are many examples in her scrapbooks that are not completely 

obvious, but I have chosen to showcase the ones where her colonial mindset is clearly 

visible in her photos and her words.  Lockhart’s scrapbooks provide examples of 

comparing the “civilised” to the “uncivilised,” which includes ignorance vs. education, 

unruly behaviour vs. orderly behaviour, and comparisons of dark to light.  Her 

scrapbooks also give us a glimpse of the friendships she formed with the Indian women 
																																																								
3 Mariana Valverde, The Age of Light, Soap, and Water: Moral Reform in English Canada, 1885-1925, 
Canadian Social History Series. (Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1991): 17.	
4 Geraldine H. Forbes, “In Search of the ‘Pure Heathen’: Missionary Women in Nineteenth Century India,” 
Economic and Political Weekly 21, no. 17 (April 26, 1986): WS8.  Forbes explains that early English 
missionaries in India were “cultural imperialists” because they were concerned with, what they considered, 
improving the lives of Indians.	
5 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, ECWA.	
6 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, ECWA.	
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with whom she worked, and this illustrates the contradictory ways in which Lockhart saw 

the Indian people.  As a people different from her own, they can be “civilised” and 

Christianised, but never quite equal to whites. 

Bessie Lockhart compiled scrapbooks at the end of every year or couple of years 

to send home to family or friends in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.  She included 

comments and photographs that provide a visual window into her experience as a Baptist 

missionary in India in the first half of the twentieth century.  Bessie Lockhart’s fonds in 

the Esther Clark Wright Archives at Acadia University serve as the main primary 

documents for this paper.  Her collection of materials include thirteen scrapbooks that 

start c. 1913, and continue until c. 1937, documenting her time in different locations in 

India.  Her collection also includes a guestbook, passport, and a spoon from the 1894 

World’s Fair in Chicago, which Lockhart inherited from an aunt.7  In addition, several 

letters from Lockhart to her school friend Esther Clark Wright are contained in Wright’s 

fonds.  Some of these letters were written while Lockhart was in India and provide 

background information that helps to illustrate what missionary life was like there.  Two 

of the scrapbooks in the fonds are from her time at Acadia, but the scrapbooks from 

Lockhart’s time in India serve as the main sources for this paper.  These fragile 

scrapbooks contain photos of Lockhart, friends, Indian people with whom she worked, 

landscapes and other sites of interest in India.  The scrapbooks themselves vary slightly 

in size, most are small sketchbooks that were printed in India, and are held together by 

																																																								
7 See: Bessie Lockhart, guest book, 1965-1975, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/7, ECWA, 
Acadia University. See also: Bessie Lockhart, British Indian Passport, 1940-1943, Eva Bessie Lockhart 
Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/3, ECWA, Acadia University. See also: Bessie Lockhart, correspondence regarding 
spoon, February 12, 1971, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/2A, ECWA, Acadia University. See 
also: Spoon, 1894, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/2B, ECWA, Acadia University. 
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staples, pins, or thread, and include anywhere from seventeen to forty-three photographs.8  

The pages have yellowed over time, and some of the ink has begun to fade.  Most pages 

have one or more photographs with a caption, a date, and usually a couple of sentences of 

commentary.  As there are no page numbers, I reference the page titles, dates, or the first 

words on the page as a way to identify each page within the scrapbooks.  Lockhart also 

wrote extensive commentary that adds context to the photographs.  She described the 

subjects of the photographs, and the landscape and culture of India.  Throughout these 

scrapbooks, several themes are apparent, notably friendship and missionary community.  

What is also subtly apparent is her colonial attitude or outlook.  Lockhart made many 

comments on the skin colour and behaviour of the Indians she worked with, and often 

distinguished them from herself and other missionaries.  

Bessie Lockhart’s scrapbooks provide a unique way to understand the life of a 

missionary in India.  To be sure, missionary publications like Tidings magazine, 

pamphlets published by missionary societies, and the reports and minutes of missionary 

societies allow us to understand the logistics of missionary work, where they were, and 

their goals.9  From the personal papers of missionaries like Lockhart, we learn what they 

experienced, and we can also learn that they set up schools, churches, and hospitals for 

the Indian people; they taught Bible verses, and imported a Western structure to their 

education.  Surviving photographs, letters, and diaries from missionaries from Canada, 

																																																								
8 The only exception is album 1969.002-LOC/31, from 1927 in Burma, which appears to be a partial 
scrapbook, as the pages are loose, there is no cover, and it only contains thirteen photographs. 
9 Studies who have used missionary society publications, Reports and Minutes include the following: Ruth 
Compton Brouwer, New Women for God: Canadian Presbyterian Women and India Missions, 1976-1914, 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1990; H. Miriam Ross, “Sharing a Vision: Maritime Baptist Women 
Educate for Mission, 1870-1920,” in Changing Roles of Women within the Christian Church in Canada, 
edited by Elizabeth Gillian Muir and Marilyn Färdig Whiteley, Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1995; 
and Patricia Ruth Hill, The World Their Household: The American Woman's Foreign Mission Movement 
and Cultural Transformation, 1870-1920, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1985.	
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the United States, and England give us a glimpse into their lives.10  However, through 

Lockhart’s scrapbooks we can access her experiences, personal views, and opinions in a 

different, more in-depth way.  The choices she made as a photographer, the photos she 

selected for the scrapbooks, and the comments she added reveal her opinions and what 

she thought was important to send back to her family, and in at least one instance, a 

friend.  Furthermore, she was very conscious of the quality of the photographs she 

included, sometimes acknowledging in her comments the blurriness or darkness of the 

photographs.11  For instance, figure 2 is titled “Badly out of focus,” which is an example 

of Lockhart’s self-consciousness about the technical quality of her photography.  In this 

photo of herself and the Gordon family, Lockhart wanted to show the house in which she 

would be living while she looked after the nearby school.12  Because she took this sort of 

care in the selection and quality of the photographs in her scrapbooks, we can understand 

them and her written comments as a reflection of her personal views and opinions.  In 

Picturing Empire, James R. Ryan argues that photographs “reveal as much about the 

imaginative landscapes of imperial culture as they do about the physical spaces or people 

pictured within their frame.”13  Lockhart’s photographs and comments in her scrapbooks 

visually capture the landscapes of India, the British colonial presence in India,14 and also 

																																																								
10 Works that have used missionaries’ diaries and photographs from the United States, Canada and/or 
England include: Myra Rutherdale, Women and the White Man’s God: Gender and Race in the Canadian 
Mission Field, Vancouver: UBC Press, 2002; and Rosemary R. Gagan, A Sensitive Independence: 
Canadian Methodist Women Missionaries in Canada and the Orient, 1881-1925, Montreal: McGill-
Queen's University Press, 1992. 
11 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1927-1929, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/32, ECWA, Acadia 
University.  
12 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1927-1929, ECWA.  The photo itself is not out badly out of focus, but the 
lighting casts shadows on the subjects’ faces. 
13 James R. Ryan, Picturing Empire: Photography and the Visualization of the British Empire (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1997), 19-20.	
14 See “’Banner of England,’ The Residency, Lucknow,” in Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1919-1923, 
ECWA; and “Benefits of British Rule,” on the page entitled “The Project,” in Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 
1917-1918, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/23, ECWA, Acadia University. 
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reveal her personal views and opinions about the Indians with whom she worked and the 

land in which she lived.  From them we can see that she generally viewed the non-

Christian Indians as unruly and “dark,” and contrasts them to converts and her 

expectations of “civilised” society.  Thus, her scrapbooks provide a rich and visual 

representation of missionary life in India in the early to mid-twentieth century.  They also 

provide a window into Lockhart’s personal opinions and everyday life.  Her scrapbooks 

are an important tool for our understanding of life as a missionary in the early to mid-

twentieth century because they are visual and intimate.  Her photographs illustrate the 

culture of missionary women and their observations and interpretation of Indian culture.  

Taken together, the photos and written comments illuminate our understanding of her 

mindset, and the attitudes of other missionary women and men at that time.  In this paper, 

I will argue that Bessie Lockhart’s scrapbooks provide a unique visual medium through 

which we can better understand the colonial motivations and attitudes that were 

inherently a part of the missionary mindset in the first half of the twentieth century.  

Bessie Lockhart used visual and written metaphors to explain the differences between the 

Christians and non-Christians, in a way that would be recognisable to her family.  

In order to understand Lockhart’s personal opinions and views, it is important to 

understand what likely drew her into missionary work.  Many young people were drawn 

to missionary work in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  Contemporary 

pieces in The Maritime Baptist, included a column entitled “Young People,” which 

suggested weekly points and topics for their societies to discuss.  In some issues, they 

included discussion points on the topic of foreign missions.  On 14 February 1917, 
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columnist Waldo C. Machum outlined the appeal of foreign missions to youth.15  He 

wrote that young people are pulled to foreign mission work because of the “call to 

heroism,” in facing difficulties and “perils” in “heathen” countries.  They also responded 

to the “call to sacrifice,” of giving up “the conveniences of Christian civilization;” and 

the “call to service,” of bringing the “material and spiritual blessings of the Christian 

religion” to “needy souls.”  He wrote that the youth did not respond to the glorification of 

missions, but to the challenges and sacrifices they would have to make.  He claimed, “it 

is the challenge of the difficult, and the difficulty that makes a strong appeal to the 

nobility of youth.”16  Baptist women in the Maritimes felt especially drawn to the 

“Christianization of heathen females.”17  Projects that aided in Christianization included 

the construction of schools, mission houses, hospitals, the purchase of Bibles to give out 

or sell to Indian people, and the purchase of tents and gear for travelling missionaries.18  

Missionary societies also aided women back home.  They were able to develop financial 

and organizational skills, and were able to teach adults and children in their home church 

community about mission work.19 

There are many sources that help to understand the work that missionaries did, 

and what drew many women to become missionaries.  Historical interest in the 

experiences of female missionaries began to emerge in the late 1960s.  All Loves 

Excelling by R. Pierce Beaver was one of the first accounts of female protestant 

American missionaries in the late 19th to early 20th centuries, and was published in 1968.  

																																																								
15 Waldo C. Machum, “The Appeal of Foreign Missions to Young Life,” The Maritime Baptist, February 
14, 1917. 
16 Machum, “Appeal of Foreign Missions,” 11. 
17 Ross, “Sharing a Vision,” 82. 
18 Ross, “Sharing a Vision,” 78. 
19 Ross, “Sharing a Vision,” 93. 



	 45 

It was later reprinted in 1980, under the title American Protestant Women in World 

Mission: A History of the First Feminist Movement in North America, with an additional 

chapter on the feminist progression of the 1970s.20  Beaver focussed on the lengthy 

process of allowing single women to become missionaries, and how they were eventually 

able to have a bigger role in their churches and church activities, including by forming 

their own church societies.  During the 1980s, the literature on female missionaries 

developed a more gendered and feminist angle.  In this period, scholars began to question 

the motives of missionaries, and recognised the influence of colonialism on missions.  In 

this decade, Leslie A. Flemming published a compilation of essays titled Women’s Work 

for Women, all focussing on social change in Asia.21  This book includes an essay by 

Flemming herself, and also one by Ruth Compton Brouwer, who has become one of the 

foremost scholars in Canadian female missionary history.  Her book, entitled New 

Women for God: Canadian Presbyterian Women and India Missions, 1876-1914, looked 

specifically at India, and she explored the motivations of women who went there on 

overseas missions.22  Compton Brouwer argues that female missionaries sought 

missionary work for “autonomy and personal fulfilment,” but also for “assurance of 

divine approbation and social acceptance.”23  From the comments in her scrapbooks, it 

seems, however, that Lockhart was more concerned with improving the quality of life for 

the Indians, and spreading her Christian faith to convert them, than for her own 

fulfilment.   

																																																								
20 R. Pierce Beaver, American Protestant Women in World Mission: A History of the First Feminist 
Movement in North America, Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1980. 
21 Leslie A. Flemming, ed., Women’s Work for Women: Missionaries and Social Change in Asia, Boulder, 
Colorado: Westview Press, 1989. 
22 Brouwer, New Women for God. 
23 Brouwer, New Women for God, 8-9. 
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E. Bessie Lockhart was born in the small community of Falmouth, Nova Scotia, 

on January 10, 1890.24  She attended Acadia University, and graduated with a Bachelor 

of Arts in 1916.25  This was still early for women to attend university, so this suggests 

that she was from a family of some means who could afford to give her such an 

education.  She also obtained a Teachers License of Class A, 1st Rank, Superior 1st class 

from the Public Schools of Nova Scotia in September of 1916.26  With these credentials, 

Lockhart ventured overseas to serve as a Baptist missionary in India.  Lockhart heard 

about the children in India when she herself was a small child, and “the feeling came to 

her that she must be a missionary.”27  Years later, she heard a Presbyterian missionary 

give an address while on furlough, and Lockhart realised that missionary work was her 

calling.  She applied to the U.B.W.M.U. for appointment as a missionary, and went to 

India in late 1916.28  In India she formed friendships with fellow female missionaries, and 

also with the Indian women with whom she worked.  Nearly every year, Lockhart sent 

scrapbooks home to her family, filled with photographs and commentary that richly 

illustrate the culture she experienced.   

Lockhart worked as a missionary in many different areas of India.  Her 

missionary postings started out in southern India, in Waltair and Vuyyuru, where she 

stayed for several years.  Figure 3 includes these, and many locations in India where 

																																																								
24 Bessie Lockhart, Passport, 1940, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/3, ECWA, Acadia 
University. 
25 Watson Kirkconnell (revised), The Acadia Record: 1838-1953 (Kentville: Kentville Publishing 
Company, 1953): 125. 
26 Bessie Lockhart, Teacher’s License, 1916, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/4, ECWA, 
Acadia University. 
27 Unknown author, newspaper clipping in scrapbook, [194-], Jessie Ernst fonds, 1900.580-ERN/4, ECWA, 
Acadia University. 
28 Unknown author, newspaper clipping in scrapbook, [194-], ECWA. 
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Lockhart was stationed.29  While stationed in Vuyyuru, Lockhart travelled through parts 

of northern India, taking photos along the way, many of which recorded the differences in 

culture and landscape from her stations in southern India.  After a trip back home in 

1926, Lockhart returned to Vuyyuru, and was later stationed in Cocanada, in the eastern 

part of India for twenty-four years.30  Lockhart spent the 1950s in Tekhal, and 

Parlakimedi.  After visiting Bethlehem, Lockhart returned to Canada and was at Feller 

College from 1959-1962, but visited Avanigadda in India from 1963-1964 before 

returning to Wolfville in 1965.31  Lockhart lived in Wolfville and in the nearby Windsor 

Elms nursing home for the later years of her life, and died in nearby Kentville, Nova 

Scotia on July 10, 1985, at the age of 95.32   

The very essence of missionary work has its roots in colonialism.  In this context, 

colonialism means the construction of “otherness,” and the motive of a dominant people 

to change the behaviours or beliefs of what they see as an “other,” or subordinate people.  

The exploitation of labour and resources of subordinate people is generally part of 

colonialism.  Religious missions “can be classed as one of the instruments of western 

infiltration and control,” even though the missionaries themselves had good intentions.33  

Missionaries set out to Christianise the non-Christians, and bring to them what they 

thought was a better quality of life.  They associated themselves, and Christianity, with 

all they considered “civilised”, and, usually masked by humanitarian notions, set out to 

bring Christianity and all of the benefits of western society and morality to the 
																																																								
29 Mrs. Blake Clarke, Scrapbook, [1884-1954], Mrs. Blake Clarke fonds, 1900.579-CLA/1, ECWA, Acadia 
University. 
30 Bessie Lockhart, letter to Mr. Davison, May 1, 1978, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/1, 
ECWA, Acadia University. 
31 Bessie Lockhart, letter to Mr. Davison, May 1, 1978, ECWA. 
32 Associated Alumni of Acadia University, “Bessie Lockhart, a bright spirit and lifetime of service,” 
Acadia Bulletin 69, no. 3 (Summer 1985): 23. 
33 Stephen Neill, Colonialism and Christian Missions (London: Lutterworth Press, 1966) 11-12. 
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“uncivilised” or “other” people who were not Christians.  The missionary effort was 

closely tied with wanting to benefit the Indian culture with education, but it also had a 

bigger colonial picture that incorporated Christian conversion with education.  Although 

the educational efforts of Christian missionaries in India and other parts of the world have 

colonial and Christian implications, some scholars like Geoffrey Burkhart argue that 

these missionary women played a significant role in the “development of educational 

institutions,” especially for women.34  In her study of Anglican missionaries in northern 

Canada, Myra Rutherdale argues that missionary women’s individual mindsets were all 

different, but by looking at the “collective roles” of missionary women, the “complexities 

of colonialism” (in her case, specifically in northern Canada) could be better 

understood.35  Lockhart’s scrapbooks reveal the contradictions of colonialism in a 

personal way, as she describeed her relationships with Indian women with whom she 

worked.  It is clear that Lockhart cared very much for the women she was helping, but 

she did not necessarily see them as total equals.  Rutherdale also argues that missionaries 

believed that they “were bringing light to a dark and heathen land.”36  Lockhart’s 

scrapbooks provide many examples of this binary view of the world and its peoples.  She 

often uses the contrast of civilised vs. uncivilised, Christian vs. “heathen,” and light vs. 

dark to distinguish herself and missionaries from Indian people, or Indian converts from 

the unconverted, whom she sometimes refers to derogatorily as “heathens.”  Hayden J.A. 

Bellenoit has argued that the historiography of empire exaggerated the roles of well-

known and more popular missionaries, and overlooked the “less well known” 

																																																								
34 Geoffrey Burkhart, “Danish Women Missionaries: Personal Accounts of Work with South Indian 
Women,” in Women’s Work for Women: Missionaries and Social Change in Asia, ed. Leslie A. Flemming 
(Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1989), 59. 
35 Rutherdale, Women and the White Man’s God, xiii. 
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missionaries who worked just as hard for “decades in Indian villages,” and classrooms.37  

Bessie Lockhart and her fellow female missionaries fit into this category of lesser-known 

missionaries who spent much of their lives and careers in India, but did work that was 

just as significant as anyone else. 

Lockhart used visual comparisons of what she considered to be “civilised” to 

“uncivilised” behaviour in various ways.  A fine example of how Lockhart contrasted 

missionaries to “heathens” can be found in one of her earliest scrapbooks, dated 1920-

1921.38  Across two pages, Lockhart wrote the title, “Missionaries and… Why We Need 

Them.”  On the left page, in figure 4a under the word “Missionaries” is a photograph 

from 1921 of several missionary women, most of whom, Lockhart wrote, were from 

western Canada.39  The women are posed sitting in chairs and standing outside of what is 

likely their missionary bungalow, which has several columns, and plants decorating the 

outside.  The missionary women are dressed in western clothing, and some are posed 

with a hand resting amicably on another’s shoulder, or leaning on a friend.  On the 

opposite page in figure 4b under the words “Why We Need Them” is a photograph of 

two Indian women lying on the ground outside of a stone building, surrounded by other 

Indian people.  A detail of this photo is in figure 4c.  Lockhart wrote that these women 

were taking part in the annual [Tirnali] feast at a temple in Vuyyuru, where they believe 

they will be granted sons.  The photograph appears not to be posed, and is dark and 

somewhat blurry.  The crowd of Indians stare down at the two women lying in a heap on 

the ground.  Under this desolate scene, Lockhart pointed out their “wet, dirty clothes,” 

																																																								
37 Hayden J.A. Bellenoit, Missionary Education and Empire in Late Colonial India, 1860-1920 (London: 
Pickering & Chatto, 2007) 6-7. 
38 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/25, ECWA, Acadia 
University. 
39 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, ECWA. 
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and called them “childless women who think that by this ‘pooja’ they may have a son to 

carry on the rites for their husbands’ ancestors.”40  Although in her comments, Lockhart 

mostly explained the scene, her stark title at the top of the page explains her purpose for 

including it.  The two photographs opposite each other clearly explain that Lockhart saw 

non-Christian behaviour as something that needed to be fixed by missionary work.  The 

photograph of the missionary women is clear, focussed, and the women are posed in an 

orderly fashion, all looking at the camera.  In contrast, the photo of the Indian women is 

smaller, more blurry, and seemingly candid.  No one is facing the camera, and all of the 

Indian people are looking down at the two women lying on the ground.  This creates an 

unintentional effect where the quality of the photograph seems to mirror the status of the 

people who are its subjects. 

Another example of how Lockhart created a deliberate contrast between 

missionaries and Indian people, or culture is in the same scrapbook, again spread over 

two pages, titled “June 26, 1921,” where Lockhart wrote, “Edna, Bertha and I, … do we 

look able or enough to cope with the awful temple on the next page?”41  On the first page 

in figure 5a is a photograph of Lockhart and two other missionaries.  Opposite that page 

in figure 5b is a photograph of Indian people gathered outside a temple, under the title, 

“A Vuyyurin Temple, The seat of the Abomination of Desolation.”42  A detail of this 

photo is figure 5c.  The photograph of missionary women is focussed and well lit, and 

shows Lockhart, Edna and Bertha posed standing together outside in front of a tree 

																																																								
40 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, ECWA.  “Pooja,” (also spelled “puja,”), according to the 
Oxford English Dictionary refers to an act of public or private religious worship, particularly in south Asia.	
41 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, ECWA.	
42 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, ECWA. The phrase “abomination of desolation” appears in 
several places in the Bible, including Matthew 24:15-16, and Mark 13:14.  Lockhart is likely referring to, 
what seems to her, the Indian’s worship of false gods.	
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wearing hats and long dresses, perhaps on a special outing.  They are smiling and have 

their arms around each other.  The photograph of the Vuyyurin temple shows the Indians 

moving around in an unorganised fashion and going about daily business in the 

foreground.  In the background is a building, which has a grass roof held up by several 

tall, vertical beams of wood, and just visible behind this building is likely the “awful” 

temple building.  The title for this photograph, “A Vuyyurin Temple. The seat of the 

Abomination of Desolation,” speaks for itself in representing Lockhart’s distaste for un-

Christian worship.  This is something she would have considered “uncivilised” 

behaviour. 

Lockhart continued in visually pointing out what she considered to be 

“uncivilised.”   In her album from 1917-1918, Lockhart gave an example of these 

“uncivilised” characteristics in Indian people.43  Lockhart includeed a photograph of a 

market in Avanigadda, in figure 6, which she titled “October 1917. ‘Sunta Day’ in our 

Village,” and she described the atmosphere of the market, writing: “such a babble and 

noise these Indians make.”44  Lockhart must have felt this noisy, crowded, “uncivilised” 

atmosphere to be much different from Nova Scotia, especially in her first couple of years 

away.  This is an example of how Lockhart pointed out what she deemed “uncivilised” 

about the Indian people.  Lockhart also pointed out “uncivilised” or “deviant” behaviour 

in figure 7, on a page titled “The Mission Children, January 1923.”45  On this page is a 

photo of missionaries’ children posed for the photograph, and an Indian person is visible 

in the background, to which Lockhart commented, “see the Indian servant peeping 
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44 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1917-1918, ECWA.	
45 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1919-1923, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds 1969.002-LOC/29, ECWA, Acadia 
University.  
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around the corner. We never expect anything else.”46  Here she pointed out behaviour that 

she not only expected, but seemed to find inappropriate in some way.  From these 

photographs, we can infer that Lockhart disliked what she considered to be the disorderly 

behaviour of the Indians, and regarded this as “heathen” behaviour.  With her contrasting 

photos, Lockhart showed that she believed the non-Christian behaviour can and should be 

bettered by the missionaries’ presence and work.   

In her scrapbooks, Lockhart also made comments about the appearance of the 

skin colour and clothing of adult Indian people.  Lockhart explained that even though the 

Indian people looked darker and different from the missionaries, they could become 

“civilised” and were, in some ways, just as capable as the European missionaries.  For 

example, in Lockhart’s scrapbook from 1919-1923, she included a photograph of Indian 

people posed outside of their newly built combined church and schoolhouse, which is 

pictured in figure 8.  She titled it, “A very typical Indian Christian congregation.”47  A 

group of Indians are posed in an orderly arrangement, and dressed in their traditional 

clothing that appears light, and clean, and their dark skin colour stands out against the 

clothing.  She commented, “these are the people who can tell many Bible stories and 

verses.  You would hardly think it to look at them.”48  Her photographs emphasise their 

clothing as a cultural difference and perhaps she was pointing this out to her family, who 

would be reading the scrapbooks and may not have believed that Indian people were 

capable of being “civilised” in the European sense, because of dominant white 

stereotypes about dark skinned peoples.  Her use of the phrase, “you would hardly think 

it to look at them,” emphasises how even though the Indians were wearing white 
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47 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1919-1923, ECWA. 
48 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1919-1923, ECWA.	
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clothing, and posed in an organised fashion, even in front of their church, their skin 

colour was still the thing that made them different.   

Another example of comments on appearance is on the right hand side of a two-

page spread titled: “Some Indian Friends,” which is the lower right-hand photo in figure 

9a, detailed in figure 9b.49  On this page is a photo of several Indian women, some of 

whom are holding Bibles.  Lockhart wrote about them, “They ‘don’t look it,’ but I assure 

you, here are eight of the gentlest and best women in the world.”50  Again, Lockhart 

acknowledged the differences in appearance, but in a way that defended the Indian 

people.  Perhaps Lockhart pointed out that these women are the “gentlest and best,” 

because she knew that her family would not expect that these could be qualities in 

women who looked “un-Christian,” and also that they would not understand her 

relationships with the Indians.   

In a similar instance from 1926-1927, in figure 10a, Lockhart wrote on a page 

titled “June 1927, Gulban gives an Indian party,” about her Indian friend Gulban with 

whom she studied Telugu every morning, “She is one of the nicest Indian girls I have 

met. We took her with us a great deal and always enjoyed her company.”51  The photo is 

detailed in figure 10b.  This example shows that Lockhart must have had complicated and 

often contradictory feelings toward the Indian people with whom she worked.  She 

understood that they could be “civilised,” and even that she could learn from them, but in 

her mind there was still an impassable barrier between them and herself because of their 
																																																								
49 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, ECWA.	
50 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, ECWA.	
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Lockhart, Scrapbook, 1921-1923, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/27, ECWA, Acadia 
University, on page titled “The Vuyyuru Biblewomen.”	
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race and skin colour.  Her use of the diminutive word “girl” to describe Gulban could 

also imply a difference between them.  Her phrase “we took her with us a great deal” 

implies ownership and superiority.52  This kind of relationship is similar to those 

experienced by missionary women who worked with Aboriginal people in Northern 

Canada.  Rutherdale examines these complicated relationships in Women and the White 

Man’s God, and argues that the missionary literature suggests “closeness but not 

equality” in these relationships.53  Even though Lockhart implied that they were good 

friends, there was still a difference between her friendship with an Indian woman and 

other missionary women.  It was also a relationship that had to be explained to her 

family. 

In these examples, Lockhart showed that a colonial lens influenced her every day 

life, and relationships in India and was so “natural” to her that she could not imagine a 

different outlook.  Far from having any hurtful intention, Lockhart’s views simply 

reflected those of the era.  She assumed without much question that her life was superior 

to that of the Indian people around her.  In failing to question this status quo, some 

scholars like Shirley Garrett and Louise Pirouet argue that missionary women become 

“civilizing agents more than evangelists.”54  Brouwer expands on this argument, and 

looks at the various factors including the religious denomination and available financial 

resources that affected how some women missionaries took a more “civilising” approach 

than others.55  Because women could not be ordained during this time, they could not 
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perform as many religious duties as men, thus their role in missions became more about 

“civilising,” or teaching women and children how to behave in a “civilised” manner.56  

This had been true of early women’s missionary work, which included visiting high-caste 

Indian women in their homes in the “secluded zenana quarters.”  Here, the missionaries 

could teach the Indian women reading, sewing, English conversational skills, and “other 

‘Western’ skills,” along with the basics of Christianity.57    

Lockhart’s scrapbooks also provide examples of her perceptions of colonials at 

play.  In these examples, Lockhart included photographs of exploited Indian labour.  In 

her comments, Lockhart acknowledged the difficultly of Indian men’s labour, but did not 

seem to see it as something that should be questioned or changed.  In her scrapbook from 

1917-1918, Lockhart included a photograph entitled “Coming Home,” of a missionary 

woman being carried in a hammock or chair by Indian people, which is pictured in figure 

11.58  It is significant that Lockhart chose to include this photograph, even though she 

wrote that she did not take it herself.  She wanted to include it to show the various modes 

of travel she could use while in India.59  This mode of travel was exploitative of Indian 

labour, as is the mode of travel Lockhart photographed in her scrapbook from 1921-

1922.60  This photograph is pictured in figure 12 titled “If We Were Babies” depicts a 

white missionary child being carried in a basket on the back of an Indian man.  Lockhart 

wrote, “We should be carried up the hill this way.  People with children find this a very 

convenient way of having them carried around to picnics or even to church.”61  In the 
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	 56 

same album, on the pages titled “Hewers of Wood, Carriers of Water,” pictured in figures 

13a and 13b, Lockhart wrote that Indian people “are accustomed… of course,” to heavy 

loads and hard labour.62  These comments are an example of how exploitative 

colonialism was a part of the every day lives and mindset of missionaries.  Lockhart, at 

least, seemed to accept the status quo, and did not try to challenge the current social 

hierarchy.  This is reflective of how colonial attitudes were powerfully embedded in her 

society. 

Bessie Lockhart’s scrapbooks are rich with a unique visual insight about the life 

of missionary women in the first half of the twentieth century.  She used her scrapbooks 

to convey to her family and friends the kind of life she was living and the people she 

encountered.  In doing this, she unconsciously revealed to viewers her opinions about the 

conditions and people with whom she worked.  Lockhart employed easily understood 

visual metaphors to represent the world she lived in.  She wrote about her friendships 

with other missionary women, and Indian women that she met.  In particular, Lockhart’s 

scrapbooks compared missionaries and non-Christian Indian people to show the 

“uncivilised” nature of the non-Christians.  Lockhart compared Christian and non-

Christian Indian people, particularly through light and dark imagery.  She pointed out 

what made the Christian Indian people similar to herself, other missionaries, and western 

European culture in general.  Lockhart described the appearances of Indian people 

usually through light and dark, or clean and unclean imagery and metaphors.  Her 

scrapbooks show that Indians became more “civilised” once they had been converted in 

religion, which usually led to changes in conduct becoming westernised.  However, to the 

colonial mind they can never be considered truly equal because of their racial differences.    
																																																								
62 Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, ECWA.	
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Lockhart’s photographs and comments provide a vivid visual window into the life and 

attitude of a female Baptist missionary in India in the first half of the twentieth century.  

Her scrapbooks provide an illustration of the colonial mindset using visual metaphors that 

were familiar and easily recognisable to her family back home.  Despite the intrinsically 

oppressive and racist systems in her society, Lockhart and other missionaries still held on 

to their “good” humanitarian intentions.  Lockhart’s scrapbooks also give examples of 

contradictions between the humanitarian missionary effort and the racial colonial mindset 

that was so deeply rooted in society in the early twentieth century.   
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Appendix 
	

 
 Figure 1a (above), Figure 1b (below, detail of 1a), “August 1922, Yakamooru,” 
Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/28, 
Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 2, “Badly out of Focus,” Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1927-1929, Eva 
Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/32, Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia 
University. 
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Figure 3, Mrs. Blake Clarke, Scrapbook, [1884-1954], Mrs. Blake Clarke fonds, 
1900.579-CLA/1, ECWA, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 4a, “Missionaries and Why We Need Them,” page one. Bessie Lockhart, 
scrapbook, 1920-1921, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/25, Esther Clark 
Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 4b (above), Figure 4c (below, detail of 4b), “Missionaries and Why We 
Need Them,” page 2.  Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, Eva Bessie Lockhart 
Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/25, Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 5a, “June 26, 1921.” Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, Eva Bessie 
Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/25, Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 5b (above), Figure 5c (below, detail of 5b), “A Vuyyurin Temple.” Bessie 
Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/25, Esther 
Clark Wright Archives, Acadia University.  
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 Figure 6, “October, 1917. ‘Sunta Day’ in our Village.” Bessie Lockhart, 
scrapbook, 1917-1918, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/23, Esther Clark 
Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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	 Figure 7, “The Mission Children” Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1919-1923, Eva 
Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/29, Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia 
University. 
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 Figure 8, “A very typical Indian Christian congregation,” Bessie Lockhart, 
scrapbook, 1919-1923, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/29, Esther Clark 
Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 9a (above), Figure 9b (below, detail of 9a), “Some Indian Friends,” page 2.  
Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1920-1921, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/25, 
Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 10a (above), Figure 10b (below, detail of figure 10a), “June, 1927.” Bessie 
Lockhart, scrapbook, 196-1927, Eva Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/30, Esther 
Clark Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 11, “Coming Home.” Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, Eva Bessie 
Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/28, Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia University. 
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 Figure 12, “If We Were Babies.”  Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, Eva 
Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/28, Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia 
University. 
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 Figure 13a, “Hewers of Wood.” Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, Eva 
Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/28, Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia 
University. 
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 Figure 13b, “Carriers of Water.” Bessie Lockhart, scrapbook, 1921-1922, Eva 
Bessie Lockhart Fonds, 1969.002-LOC/28, Esther Clark Wright Archives, Acadia 
University. 
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